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OF THE 


MANNER IN WHICH 


PUBLIC WORSHIP 


1s CONDUCTED IN 


, 


Diſſenting Congregations : 


wITH A 


SERVICE FOR BAPTISM ; 


THP 


CELEBRATION of the LORD's SUPPER, 


AND, THE 


BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 


T bis is the confidence that we have in him, that if aue aſt any thing 


according to his will, be heareth us. . John, v. 14. 
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PREFACE. 


To explain the motives of the fol- 
lowing publication, is a duty, which 
the Author owes to himſelf and to that 
ſociety of Chriſtians, with which he has 
been ſo long connected; and a plain 
ſtatement of them, he truſts, will gain 
that credit, which candour ail open- 
neſs have a right to demand. 


That a general odium has been raiſ- 
ed againſt Diſſenters, in every part of 
the Kingdom, can be matter of infor- 
mation to none; for the effects of it 


have been manifeſted in a way, diſ- 


graceful to a Country that has any pre- 


tenſions to civilization, or any right to 
boaſt of her freedom. The moſt ab- 
ſurd en. when levelled againſt 
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them, have met with ready credit; and 
men of truly conſtitutional principles, 
whoſe attachment to their country 1s 
as firm, and (to ſay the leaſt of it) 
equally enlightened with that of their 
calumniators, have been reproached 


as inveterate Republicans and ene- 
mies to the Conſtitution both in 
8 * and State. | 


10 ne it may be the wiſdom 
and duty of the injured, to ſupport 
the miſrepreſentations of their enemies 
with that calm temper, which beſpeaks 
true dignity but muſt they, -when 
confcious of the purity of their in- 
tentions, hear themſelves ſtigmatized 
as Vipers“ who carry a fling ready 


"MM eee into the boſom of the 


© + ® The author is. not GU Rr for the incorredt- 
nels of this metaphor ;—it graced a ſpeech replete | 
| with language. of fimilar liberality and ws wg de- 

livered, upon a public i ai ran | 


PREFACE. © v 


country which nouriſhes them, and 
remain ſilent under the odious impu- 
tation? Muſt they be continually 
marked out as objects of diſtruſt and 
ſuſpicion, and reſt ſatisfied without at- 
tempting their own juſtification? Is 
it not on the contrary, an act of juſtice 
to themſelves, and of charity to thoſe, 
who miſrepreſent their principles 
through ignorance, to ſhew from 
incontrovertible evidence, that there 
is nothing in their tenets which can 
lead them to become enemies to the 
civil conſtitution of this Kingdom ? 


Religion and Politics are indeed ſo 
diſtin from one another, that it ſeems 


difficult to conceive how any particu- 
lar ſyſtem of religious faith, can be 
naturally and peculiarly allied to any 
particular political ſyſtem. It would 
be impoſſible, for inſtance, to prove 
that the doctrines of the Eſtabliſhed 
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Church are more ſunable to the na- 
ture of our Government, than thoſe 
of any other Church whatever. The 
only inference meant to be drawn 
from this obſervation, is, that it is the 
greateſt injuſtice to charge, indiſcrimi- 
nately, all with diſaffection to the civil, 
who from pure motives of Conſcience, 
diſſent from the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſh- 
ment of their country. 


To, prove the injuſtice of this 
charge is the Author's principal object. 
He would long ſince have attempted 
it, had not the moſt effectual mode of 
. attaining it required ſome deliberation, 
Appeals have been made to Hiſtory, 


by many writers, to prove the invari- 


able attachment of Diſſenters to the 
conſtitution which was eſtabliſhed in 
the laſt century; but the prejudices 
againſt them have proved too invete- 
rate, to give wy to theſe attacks— 

7 their 
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their fancied diſaffection is ſuppoſed to 
ariſe from their religion; and till the 
abſurdity of this ſuppoſition be un- 
maſked, they muſt ſtill hear reproaches 
of all others the moſt grievous to inge- 
nuous minds. 


Under theſe mortifying circumſtan- 
ces, the following plan was at length 
ſuggeſted and immediately adopted; to 
lay before the public a ſet of Prayers 
agreeing in ſentiment, as nearly as 


poſſible, with thoſe in general uſe 


amongſt the rational Diſſenters, in 
their public worſhip, together with 
offices for Baptiſm, adminiſtration of 
the Lord's Supper, &c. Theſe, as 
they would exhibit a general and accu- 
rate view of their religious principles, 
it was thought, might convince the 


candid, however they may vary from 
the creed of others, that they contain 


oa that can biaſs the political opi- 
nions 
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nions of thoſe who uſe them. Not a 
ſingle trace will be found of diſaffection 
to that form of Government, under 
which this nation has ſo long flouriſhed. 
On the contrary, upon proper occaſi - 


ons, Diſſenters have always been in 
the habit of petitioning for the con- 


tinuance of this bleſſing, in language as 


earneſt and ſincere as that of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church. In another reſpect, it 


is alſo hoped, that this publication will 
exhibit a mode of Worſhip which wiſe 


and good men may embrace, without 


any imputation upon they Wiſdom or 
NO | 3 


That his great and only purpoſe has 
now been fairly ſtated, the Author begs 


leave to repeat, in order to calm the 


apprehenſions which ſome members of 


bis own Society may poſſibly feel, of | 


one more latent, but not leſs important, 


of 
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the utility or inutility of Forms of 


of Prayer in public Worſhip, he 
never could mean to force. their ac- 
ceptance of one. As they have had the 
liberality to indulge him in the fre- 
quent uſe of a written form, it would 
ill become him, to urge any perſon to 


adopt what is repugnant to his judg- 


ment and conſcience. Upon this and 
every other ſubject, he can only ſay, 


*« let every man be fully perſuaded in 
his own mind.“ 


/ 


With —reſpeft to the merit of this 
publication, it muſt be left to the 


opinion of thoſe who may think it 


worth a peruſal, In compoſitions of 
this nature, a plain and ſimple ſtyle 


ſhould be the principal object; and if 
this be in any meaſure attained, the 
Author will think it ſufficient praiſe. 
Though to profeſs abſolute indifference 
as to the public opinion, would be ri- 


diculous 
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diculous affectation; yet this he can 
truly ſay, that to contribute to the 
dieſtruction of thoſe illiberal prejudices, 
w Which are the bane of Society, is the 
object, of all others, neareſt his heart. 
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INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. 


f us lift up our hearts, with our 


hands, unto God in the heavens; God is 
a Spirit, and they who worſhip him, muſt, 
worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. 


BEFORE Thee, o Father of his, 


cies ! are we now aſſembled, to pay our 
tribute of thankſgiving and praiſe; to 
adore: thee, as the great, original, and 


intelligent Cauſe of all things; to reve- 


. rence thee as a wiſe, juſt, and holy Being, 
poſſeſſed of every perfection that can ren- 
der thee the proper object of our Wor- 


ſhip: for thou alone art every where 


preſent to hear our ſupplications and 
ino! 8 Fraiſes 
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2 INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. 


praiſes, and art alone poſſefſed of infinite 
Wiſdom to plan, almighty Power to ac- 
compliſh, and perfect Goodneſs to deſire 
our happineſs) Though thou dwelleſt on 
high, yet thou humbleſt thyſelf to behold 
the ways of the children of men. There 
is not a word upon our tongues, nor a 


thought in our hearts, but thou, O Lord, 
knoweſt it altogether, 


. TE 3664# TD). ITE £43 4 AM Kod 
May our minds be deeply. impreſſed, 
with a ſenſe of theſe thy perfeftians, when 
we thus addreſs thee. May we come be» 
fore thee with awful and reverent thoughts, 
and under the influence of that una ffeſted 
humility and ſeriouſneſs: of ſplrit, which 


will render our devotions acceptable in 
thy ſight, May all our religious ſervices 


at this time, be ſincere and fervent. * May 
we confeſs our ſins [with true penitential 


ſorrow, and with ſteady purpoſes of leading 
a holy life for the future. May our ſup- 
plieations for others cheriſh in our ſouls 
2 generous benevolence to our fellow 


4 By creatures 
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creatures, and be graciouſly heard by thee, 
our common Father. Fill our hearts, 
O God, with gratitude, whilſt we fing 
thy praiſes, and diſpoſe us to attend to the, 
inſtructions of thy holy word, with that 
humble and teachable ſpirit, which be- 
comes thoſe who would learn of thee. 
Give thy bleſſing to the inſtruftions and 
exhortations which this people ſhall this 
day hear, as far as they are conformable 
to the revelation of thy truth; and grant 
that they may be effectual, by producing 
in each of them the fruit of a holy and 
righteous life. This we aſk in the name 
and as the diſciples of Jefus' Chrift our 
Lord and Saviour; through whom we do 
now afcribe unto thee, O God, bleſſing and 
N glory 3 and Fpraife, for ever. Amer. 
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PRAYER 


| AFTER READING rns SCRIPTURES, 
\ AND BEFORE 


SERM O N. 


Auncury and moſt gracious God ! 
| infinitely powerful, ſupremely wiſe and 


invariable good! Whilſt angels and per- 


fected ſpirits are continually praiſing. thee 


in the preſence of thy glory, we feel it to 
be our privilege and duty to adore thee, 


with the humbleſt reverence, and to re- 
Joice in every opportunity of rendering 
praiſe, bleſſing, and thankſgiving, to the 
great Father of our ſpirits. We have the 


ſame moſt holy God to praiſe, and though 


thou art to us inviſible, yet from the things 


that are ſeen, we are able to infer thy wiſ- 


dom, power, and goodneſs. Thou, O 
| SI Lord 


/ 
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Lord, haſt made the Heavens and the 
Earth; the whole creation is the work 
of thy hands: thou ruleſt amongſt the 
armies of heaven, and amongſt the inha- 
bitants of the earth. We adore thee as 
the Creator of mankind, thy hands have 
made and faſhioned us; thou haſt created 
the ſpirit that is in man, breathed into him 
the breath of life, and by thine inſpiration 
haſt given him underſtanding, Thy viſi- 
tation preſerveth our ſpirits, and thou, 
Lord, makeſt us to dwell in ſafety. In 
thee we live, and move, and have our 
being. Every good and perfect gift pro- 
ceeds from thee, the father of light, the 
God of peace, of comfort, and conſolation, 
who art good to all, and whoſe tender 
mercies are over all thy works. We adore 


© thee as a Being of unſpotted holineſs. 


Thou art of purer eyes, than to behold 
iniquity, neither ſhall the wicked dwell 
with thee : but thou art alſo. merciful and 


gracious, long ſuffering, abundant in good- 


"neſs and truth, ſhewing mercy to thouſands 
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6 PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 


and forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion and 
ſin, not willing that any fhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould confe to repentance. 


Thou, O Lord, haſt not dealt with us ac- 


cording to our fins, nor rewarded us ac- 
cording to our iniquities. We blefs thee 


O God for revealing theſe thy perfections 


to us, by thy fervants the prophets, and 
by thy ſon Jefus Chriſt. We rejoice in 


that covenant of mercy, which he has 


eſtabliſhed, and that thou art through him, 
reconeiling a finfut world unto thyſelf. 
We praiſe thee for the goſpel of pardon 
and peace, and that thou haſt confirmed 
it by fuch abundant teſtimonies, 10 raiſe 
and eftablifh our faith. We thank thee 
for that love which thy ſon - manifeſted 
to mankind, in ſubmitting to death for us, 
for his holy precepts to direct our actions, 


for his glorious example to excite and 


quicken us; and for the hope of eternal 
blifs by his reſurrection from the dead, to 
animate and encourage us in the perform- 
ance of good works. We rejoice in the 

. 2 exceeding 
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exceeding riches of thy grace; that thou 
haſt exalted thy ſon Jeſus to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, and that through thy wiſe 
and merciful appointment, he is the author 
of eternal ſalvation to all thoſe who be- 
lieve and obey him. We praiſe thee, O 
God, for this thy goodneſs, and for thy 
wonderful works to the children of men. 
Grant heavenly father, that theſe renewed 
and ſerious acknowledgments of thy good- 
neſs, may lead us to the beſt expreſſion of 


our gratitude, a righteous and obedient 
life. | 


Whilſt we are acknowledging thy mer- 


cies to us, it becomes us, as ſinful crea- 
tures, to confeſs our unworthineſs. With 
penitent and contrite hearts we lament 
before thee all the fins of our lives, and 
every offence we have committed by 
thought, word, or deed, againſt thy holy 
laws. We confeſs our ingratitude to thee, 


the beſt of beings. Though we have 


been daily ſupported by thy providence 
C4 and 
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8 PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 


and bleſſed with. the riches of thy bounty, 


yet have we remained unmindful of the 
hand «that, feeds us, and unthankful for 
the many inſtances of divine goodneſs 
which we enjoy. Thou, O God, haſt 
favoured us with a particular revelation of 


thy will, but we have flighted even this in- 


ſtance of thy mercy. The awful threat- 
nings of the goſpel have not wrought ſuf- 
ficiently upon our minds, nor its gracious 
promiſes exeited us at all times to a life of 
Tighteouſneſs. We acknowledge, with 
ſincere penitence, that we have been too 
careleſs i in performing the duties of our va- 


rious relations; we have too little conſi- 
diered the good of our fellow creatures, 
and have been negligent in the improve-.. 
"ments we ought daily to have made, in 
virtuous habits, and a chriſtian temper. - 
We confeſs that we have ſtrayed far from 
che path of duty and happineſs: and if 
thou ſhould be extreme to mark what is 


done amiſs ; if thou ſhould call us to a 


fri account for gur lives paſt, we are 


— 


5 — i 5 ſenſible 
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ſenſible that we have nothing ta expe, 
but the ſeverities of thy judgments. 


But with thee, O God, there is mercy. 
Thou haſt proclaimed thyſelf, and we re- 
Joice in it, to be the Lord God, merciful |. 
and gracious, who bas no pleaſure in the 
death and ruin of ſinners, but would 
rather that they ſhould turn from the evil 
of their ways, and live. To this mercy, 
ſo richly diſplayed in the-Goſpel of Jeſus, 
we now apply for the pardon of our fins. 
Deſpiſe not, O gracious Father, thy 
returning children: grant us the forgive- 
neſs of what is paſt, and a perfect re- 
pentance of all our fins, that for the future 
ve may ſerve thee with purity of inten- 
tion and fincerity of heart, and may grow 
more zealous in the performance of thoſe 
duties we owe to our fellow creatures and 
to ourſelyes. 

May we look up unto thee, the eternal 
and ever bleſſed God, who art the foun- 
tain of all en and the giver of 

every 


4 


10 PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 


every good and perfect gift, not only with re- 
verence, but with joy and confidence. May 
we love thee with all our hearts, and may 


our ſouls be repleniſhed with that fear of 


the Lord which is the beginning of wil- 
dom. In all difficulties and diſtreſſes, 


may we reſt upon thy word and promiſes 


with ſure dependence, and may we enjoy 
that perfect peace; which is the peculiar 


Jot of thoſe; whoſe minds are ſtayed on 
thee. 


25 Enable us O God, to cultivate a proper 


frame of mind towards our fellow erea- 
tures. May we love our neighbours as 
ourfelves, and in all our tranſactions do 
unto others as we would they ſhould do 


unto us. May we be kind and tender to- 
wards one another, forgiving our brethren 
_ their trefpaſſes againſt us, as we expe for- 


giveneſs at thy hand. May we put on 
meekneſs under the greateſt injuries, and if 


it be poſſible, as much as lieth in us, may we 


live peaceably with all men. May we be 
. merciful 


PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 11 


merciful as thou, our Father in heaven art 


merciful; may we ſpeak the truth from our 
hearts, and may we ſpeak it in love, guarding 


againſt every inſtance of a cenſorious and 


malignant diſpoſition, 


As thou, O God, haſt ſeen fit to place 
us in different ſtations of life, aſſiſt us to 
perform the duties of our reſpettive ſitua- 
tions with fidelity and good conſcience. At 
all times and in all circumſtances, enable us 
to perſevere in the inviolable prattice of 


holineſs and virtue. Regarding thee as the 


ſupreme diſpoſer of all events, amidft the 
various trying ſcenes of life, may we main- 
tain the true temper of Chriſtian reſigna- 
' tion, Thou O God, knoweſt what we 
want, what we can bear, and what will beſt 
promote our true intereſt; to thee there- 
fore, we commit all our concerns with the 
moſt perfect confidence, that ſuch circum- 
ftances will be allotted us as will moſt ef- 


feQtually ſecure and improve our virtue, and 


adyance our preparation for thy heavenly 


kingdom. 
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12 PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 


kingdom. May the various events we 
meet with here, contribute to extend our 
views beyond the fleeting enjoyments of 
time, to the permanent bleſſings of eter- 
nity. And whenever we are ſummoned 
hence, may we have that hope in death 
which will be an effectual ſupport in that 
trying hour. | | 2 


Hear theſe our prayers, O God, which 
we offer unto thee in the name and as the 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and Sa- 
viour, for whom we again thank thee and 

in whofe words, we farther call upon thee, 
as, Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven: give 
us this day our daily bread, forgive us our 
treſpaſſes as we forgive them who treſpaſs 
againſt us; lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil, for thine is the king- 
dom, the power and the glory for ever. 
Amen. 1 


CONCLUDING 


18 
CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


Annen and moſt merciful God, 


the Father of mercies and the God of all 


grace! we render unto thee our fincere 
thanks, for this opportunity of public wor- 
ſhip. How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of Hoſts! May we ever have rea- 
ſon to ſay, it is better to go to the houſe of 
our God, than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedneſs. By attending the ſolemnities 
of thy houſe of prayer, may our minds be 
purified from every thing worldly and ſen- 
ſual, and our thoughts exalted to the con- 
templation of divine and heavenly ſubjeQs. 
Bleſs to this people the exhortation which 
has at this'time been given them. May it 


tend to convince them of fin, to determine 
them to their duty, and thus be a means of 


guiding them to life everlaſting. 
0 | We 
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14 CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


We pray unto thee, the great father of 
@> all, in behalf of our brethern of mankind. 
May all the nations of the earth, enjoy the 
benefits of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and feel the 
ſacred influence of its pure and peaceable 
doctrines. May the nation to which we 
belong continue to be the care of thy pro- 
vidence. Pardon our fins, and reform our : 
land. Bleſs, we intreat thee, our Sovereign 
in his perſon, his family, and his councils, 
May h his throne be eſtabliſhed in righteouſ- 
heſs and peace, and may the preſent reign- 
ing family | be the inſtruments in thy hands, 
of continuing to us our invaluable liberties 
civil and religious. Bleſs the Queen and 
every branch of the royal family; may they 
cultivate thoſe virtues which will render 
them ornaments to their ſtation, and bleſ- 
a to their . 


Bleſs, we beſeech thee, the great council 

of the nation, whenever it is aſſembled: 
- give. ſucceſs to their good deſigns, and 
may they wiſely diſcern and ſteadily pur- 
— 5 | | . 1 ſue 
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CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


ſue the true intereſts of theſe kingdoms. 
Let thy bleſſing come upon all, who are 
in ſtations of authority and power, May 
they employ their power in diffuſing pub- 
lic and private good, and be faithful ſtew- 
ards of the manifold bounties of thy provi- 
dence. We recommend, to thy gracious 
regard, the miniſters of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion of every denomination. May their 
labours in thy, ſon's vineyard, be crowned 
with abundant ſucceſs. May they be 
ſhining lights in the world, and, by the 


purity of their doctrines, and the holineſs 


of their example, may they turn many to 
righteouſneſs. 


O thou, the God of all mercy and com- 


paſſion, we entreat thy favourable regard 


to all our brethren in affliction. In mercy, 
remember the poor and needy, the widow, 
'the fatherleſs, the friendleſs, and all who 
are in diſtreſs; relieve their neceſſities, 
comfort their ſorrows, ſanctify their cala- 
mities and ſtrengthen their weakneſs. By 
a patient behaviour under their ſeveral 


alllictions, 
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16 CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


afflictions, may they be prepared for un- 
mixed happineſs, in a future and better 
ſtate. Graciouſly receive theſe our peti- 
tions, O heavenly father, for ourſelves 
and for others, which we have now offered 
to thee, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, our 


Redeemer and Saviour, through whom we 


aſcribe unto thee everlaſting _ Amen. 


May the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the love of God, and the fellowſhip of his 


holy ſpirit, be and r remain with us ever- 


more. A 


" PRAYER 


( 77 ] 


SERVICE. 


FOR THE 


AFTERNOON: 


INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. 
Mosr glorious and holy Lord our 
God! who art infinite ahd unchangeable 


in all thy perfeQions f With reverence and 


godly fear, do we come into thy preſence, 

to pay our homage unto thee, the Lord, 
our maker and preſerver. Worthy art 
thou to receive bleſſing and praiſe from 
the whole intelligent creation. In thy all 
perfect character all poſſible excellencies 


centre - from thy liberal goodneſs all bleſ-. 
ſings flow. Thou haſt been our conſtant 


ſupport: thy loving kindneſs ſurrounds us 
every moment of our lives, and thou art 


doing us good continually. What ſhall 


Ve render unto thee, O Lord, for the 
D numberleſs 
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18 SERVICE FOR THE 


numberleſs inſtances of thy goodneſs to- 
wards us? We will enter into thy | courts 
with thankſgiving, and pay our vows unto 
the moſt high. And, bleſſed be thy name, 
thou haſt declared thyſelf willing to accept 


our prayers and praiſes, if preſented in 


truth and fincerity. Encouraged by thy 
condeſcending goodneſs, we addreſs thee, 
with the confidence of children to a 


father; for thou knoweſt our frame; thou 
pitieſt our weakneſs, and wilt not deſpife 
or reject fincerity of, 'of heart, in our attempts 


to ſerve thee, through Jeſus Chriſt; our 
Lord. 


Thou haſt graciouſly promiſed, by thy 


bleſſed ſon, that whatſoever we aſk in his 


name, we ſhall receive; may we be ſo 
deeply impreſſed with the conſideration of 


thy, all-ſufficiency, and our own innume- 
rable wants, that we may, duly value this 
ineſtimable promiſe, and rejoice in every 
opportunity of worſhipping thee, and pre- 
ſenting our ſupplications at the throne of 


thy grace. 3 before thee at 
| | _———— ths 


AFTERNOON. 19 


this time, wich ſuitable conceptions of 
thine infinite excellencies and perfections, 
that we may not reſt in. a mere outward 
form of godlineſs, but may offer unto 
thee a lively ſacrifice, holy and acceptable 
in thy fight. May we attend to the in- 
ſtructions of thy word, with fear and reve. 
rence, ſing thy praiſes with cheerfulneſs 
and gladneſs, and pray unto thee with 
earneſt aff&tion and ſteadineſs of mind. 


May we, through the whole of this ſervice, 


enjoy a delightful, uninterrupted commu- 
nion with thee, the great father of our ſpi- 

rits, and thus experience how good it is, to 
draw near unto thee, in the ordinances of 
thine appointment. And grant, moſt gra- 
cious God, that by our regular and ſerious 
attendance in thy houſe of prayer, we 


may be ſo confirmed in pious and virtu- 


ous habits, that we ſhall daily grow more 
meet for that ſtate, in which we ſhall love, 
praiſe, and obey thee, in a more perfect 
manner through the ages of eternity. In 
the proſpett of that happy ſtate, we now 


join with the univerſal church of heaven 


D 2 and 
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20 PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 


and earth, in aſcribing bleſſing and honour, 
glory and power unto thee, O God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour and 
Redeemer. Amen. 


PRAYER 
AFTER READING TAE SCRIPTURES, 
AND BEFORE | 


SERMON. 


Iaemrrecy great and glorious God! 
who art the bleſſed and only potentate, the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, who 


only haſt immortality, dwelling in light 


which no man can approach unto, whom-no 
man hath ſeen or can ſee. Thou art the 


King eternal, immortal, and inviſible. 


Before the mountains were brought forth 


or ever thou hadſt formed the earth and 


the world, from everlaſting to everlaſting, 


chou art God: the fame yeſterday, to- day, 


and for ever.. of old haſt thou laid the 


foundations 


8 
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foundations of the earth; and the heavens 
are the work of thy hands: they ſhall 
periſh, but thou ſhalt endure; yea all of 
them ſhall wax old, like a garment, as a 


veſture ſhalt thou change them and they | 


ſhall be changed ; but thou are the ſame, 
and thy years ſhall have no end. Great 


art thou, O Lord, and greatly to be praiſed, 


and thy greatneſs is unſearchable, for who 
can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? 
Who can ſhew forth all his praiſe? As 
the heavens are high above the earth, ſo 
are thy thoughts above our thoughts, and 
thy ways above our ways. We are loſt 
in the depth of the wiſdom and knowledge 
of God. How unſearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways paſt finding out! But 
though clouds and darkneſs are round 
about thee, yet judgment and juſtice are 
the habitation of thy throne. Thou art 
a God of truth, in whom there is no ini- 
quity or unrighteouſneſs. But above all, 
we adore thee for thy goodneſs, which is 
inexhauſtible, and thy mercy, which en- 
dures for ever, We worſhip the great 
Lbs and 
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22 PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 


and benevolent Creator, who made all 
things good, who ſpake and it was done, 
who commanded, and the frame of the 
univerſe was eſtabliſhed, who upholds all 
things by the word of his power, and by 
whom all things conſiſt, 


The earth, O God, is full of the riches 
of thy goodneſs; the eyes of all its inha- 
bitants wait upon thee, and thou giveſt 
them their meat in due ſeaſon. Thou 
openeſt thy hand and ſatisfieſt the deſire 
of every living thing. We, thy rational 
offspring, have abundant reaſon to acknow- 
ledge our obligations to thee, our creator, 
preſerver, and benefactor. Thou art the 
former of our bodies, and the great father 
of our ſpirits. And as thy power at firſt 


brought us into exiſtence, ſo thy provi-- 


dential goodneſs preſerves, ſupports, and 
conſtantly provides for our well being. 
In thy hand our breath is, and thine are 
all our ways. Thou art the God that haſt 
fed us all our life unto this day, and re- 
- deemed us from evil. It is of thy mercies 

| | that 
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| that we are not conſumed, even becauſe 
thy compaſſions fail not. Bleſſed be the 
Lord, the God of our ſalvation, who daily 
loadeth us with his temporal benefits ; but 
eſpecially, bleſſed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has, through 
him, beſtowed. upon us all ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings. We thank thee, O God, for our 
merciful Redeemer, and for all the advan- 
tages we enjoy from his revelation. We 
bleſs thee for the divine light it affords, 
for the perfect rules of life it contains, 
for the encouragement it yields to repen- 
tance, for the powerful aſſiſtance it gives 
to virtuous endeavours, and for the inſpir- 
ing hopes it ſets before us, by the aſſu- 
rance of eternal rewards to perſevering 
righteouſneſs. We thank thee for the 
example which our Saviour hath left us, 
that we ſhould follow his ſteps, who did no 
fin, but was holy, harmleſs, and ſeparate 
from ſinners. May we, O God, be armed 
with the ſame mind, that as he was, ſo we 
may be in this world, and may ſo walk, 
even as he walked. We thank thee for 
having 
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having appointed him to taſte death for 
every man, that through death he 
might deſtroy him that had the 
power of death, We rejoice that now 
Chriſt is riſen from the dead, and is be- 
come the firſt fruits of them that ſlept ; that 
as in Adam all died, ſo in Chriſt all might 
be made alive. We bleſs thee that our 
Lord Jeſus 1s aſcended to his father and 
our father, to his God and our God, hav- 
ing ledcaptivity, captive; that as our fore- 
runner, he is entered into heaven to pre- 
pare a place in his father's houſe for his 
true diſciples. 5 | 


Thou, O God, haſt thus bleſſed us with 
all things pertaining to life and godlineſs, 
but we have not ceaſed from ſinning 
againſt thee. With fincere penitence, we | 
lament before thee, every inftance in 
which we have broken thy laws and viola- 
ted thoſe obligations which a ſenſe of 


' © thy wiſdom and goodneſs ſhould continu- 


ally ſtrengthen. We confeſs that we have 
too frequently departed from that rule of 
life which thou haſt given us, and have 
ö atted 


— 
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ated contrary to the known precepts of 


our duty. Thou baſt ſhewed us what is 
good, and what is required of us, but we 
have ſinned againſt the cleareſt revelation 
and the moſt reaſonable laws. Our own 
conſciences accuſe us of the greateſt in- 
gratitude, All our hopes of ſalvation, 
from our fins, reſt upon that goodneſs and 
mercy, diſplayed in the goſpel of pardon 
and reconciliation, The contrite ſpirit, 
O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe; thou haſt 
graciouſly promiſed through Jeſus Chriſt, 
to the truly penitent, the full remiſſion of 
all their former fins. Under a deep and 
humiliating ſenſe of our great unworthi- 
neſs, we truſt in that covenant of mercy, 
which is eſtabliſhed upon the moſt pre- 
cious promiſes. We now earneſtly im- 
plore the pardon of all our fins. Give 
ear to our ſupplications, O Lord, and 
ſpeak peace to our ſouls. Give us 
repentance unto life, and aſſiſt our endea- 
vours to reform what has been offenſive 
in thy ſight in our paſt conduct. May we 
henceforth regard not iniquity in our 
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26 PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 


hearts, but by an ever-growig love 
to goodneſs and virtue 'may we at length 
be brought to forſake every evil way, 
that being renewed in the old man, 
after thy bleſſed image, we may be daily 
dying unto ſin and living unto righteouſ- 
neſs, till at laſt we ſhall be thought meet 
for that reward which has been provided 
for all good men from the foundation of 
the world. May we keep a ſteady watch 
over our paſſions and appetites, that they 
may not again lead us to the commiſſion 
of evil. Let neither covetouſneſs, ambi- 
tion, pride, or vanity, have dominion over 
us, but endue us, O Lord, with meek, 
humble, and contented minds. Enable us 
to exerciſe a conſtant diſcipline over our 
hearts, that every irregular affection may | 
be ſubdued, and that virtuous and good 
affections may be ſtrengthened and im- 
proved; And may true Chriſtian charity 
and benevolence inſpire our hearts and 
influence our whole deportment. Thus 
freed from all vicious habits and torment- 
ing paſſions, may we manifeſt under all 
| temptations 
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temptations, an invincible reſolution in ' 


our adherence- to the path of virtue, and 
be daily improving in a nearer and brighter 
reſemblance of thee, the great original of 
all perfection. 


Senſible that our chief concern is with 
futurity, may we govern ourſelves by that 


faith which is the ſubſtance of things hoped 


for, and the evidence of things not ſeen. 
Amidſt the changing ſcenes of this world, 
may we be growing more indifferent to the 
things of time and ſenſe, and be chiefly ſo- 


licitous to prepare for our laſt and greateſt 
change. In the time of ſickneſs and trial, 


O God, ſtrengthen our faith, and forſake 
us not when our fleſh and our heart faint; 
may we then be ſupported by a rational 
and well-grounded hope of thy favour, and 
having been found faithful unto death, 
may we inherit that crown of life which is 
reſerved for the righteous hereafter. 


| Hear 
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£8 CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


Heap us, O God, in theſe our requeſts, 
accept us, and bleſs us, as the diſciples of 
\ Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe words we conclude 
our imperfect prayers. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hal- 
Jowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done on Earth as in Heaven, 
give us this day our daily bread, forgive 
us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them who 
treſpaſs againſt us, lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil, for thine 
is the Kingdom, the power and the glory 
for ever. Amen. 


CONCLUDING 1 PRAYER. 


| 8 „ SRO and ever bleſſed God! 


though thou art exalted above the hallelu- 
jahs of angels, yet thou condeſcendeſt to 
declare thyſelf well pleaſed with our pray- 

ers and praiſes when preſented in the ſin- 
cerity of our hearts. We thank thee, O 
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God, for the privitege and happineſs 


which we have this day enjoyed of enter- 
ing the courts of thy houſe, and joining 
with our fellow chriſtians in one common 
tribute to thee, the great author of all our 
bleſſings. We rejoice that we have been 
enabled to employ this day, in ſome mea 
ſure, to the purpoſes for which it was ſet 


apart. Many are the ſeaſons of this kind, 


with which thou haſt been graciouſly 
pleaſed to favour us; grant, O merciful 
God, that our improvement of them may 
de ſuch, that when our ſabbaths in this 
fate are over, we may be prepared to wor- 
ſhip thee more perfectly and fervently in 
eternity. | 


Under the influence of that benevolent 


religion which we profeſs, we pray unte 


mee in behalf of all our fellow creatures. 
May the whole earth be filled with the 
knowledge and glory of the Lord. Re- 
member in mercy thine ancient people the 
Jews. Let a crucified Meſſiah be no 


longer a ſtumbling block to them, but be 


the 
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the power of God and the wiſdom of God. 
And let the heathen nations be turned 
from idols to ſerve thee the living and true 


God through Jeſus Chriſt. 


We thank thee for that light of thy goſ- 
pel which this kingdom enjoys, and for the 
liberty of worſhipping thee according to 
the preſcriptions of thy word, and the dic- 
tates of our conſciences. And we beſeech 
thee, gracious God, to ſtrengthen the 
patience of thoſe who are ſuffering for 
righteouſneſs' ſake. Reſtrain the fury of 
their oppreſſors, and grant that thoſe, who, 
whilſt they are perſecuting thy ſervants, 
think they are doing thee ſervice, may be 
recovered to the true ſpirit of chriſtianity, 
which is a ſpirit of peace and love. O 
thou who art the king of kings, and lord of 
lords! bleſs, we entreat thee, thy ſervant- 
our Sovereign: guide him by thy counſel, 
and defend him by chy providence: make 
him happy in his high ſtation, and in 
ruling and governing aright that great 
people over whom he is placed: may he 
be furniſhed with faithful and wiſe coun- 

ſellors 
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ſellors; and under him, may we and all 


thy people live peaceable and quiet lives, 
in all godlineſs and honeſty. May all who 


are clothed with power be conſtantly under 


the influence of thy fear, declared enemies 
to vice, and ſtedfaſt friends to virtue and 
true religion. Bleſs, we beſeech thee, the 
miniſters of the chriſtian religion of every 


_ denomination: may they be faithful to 


God, and to the conſciences of their 
hearers. Unite all thy miniſters and peo- 
ple together in the truth, and in love to 
one another. Pour out upon them a 
ſpirit of love and charity, of mutual for- 
bearance and condeſcenſion, that with one 
conſent, all may ſtudy to promote the 
common intereſt of their great maſter. 


Look down with mercy and compaſſion 


upon the ſons and daughters of affliction : - 


in the days of their darkneſs and calamity, 
ſhew them thy favour: give them patience 
to ſuffer all thy will: in the midſt of their 
ſorrows may thy comforts delight their 
fouls : enable them to improve their diſ- 

treſſes 
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teſſes to the beſt purpoſes, and in due 
time command a final deliverance. | 

- Theſe our humble prayers and interceſ- 
fons we offer unto'thee, the father of mer- 
_ Cies, befeeching thee to accept of us in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, and to do for us, 
and for all thy ſervants, according to the 
infinite riches of thy grace, and pur hope 
in thee, Now to the king eternal, im- 
mortal and inviſible, to God only wiſe, 
| N 1 7 for ever. 4 


1 


gy) a mercy, 9 from God the 
| Father, and from Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
be and remain with you evermore. Amen. 
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SERVICE 


FOR THE 


MORNING. 


-- INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. 


Au GHTY and moſt merciful God! 
the moſt bleſſed and glorious of all beings! 
Poſſeſſed with a full belief of thy per- 
fections, and a holy awe and reverence, of 
thy majeſty, we join together in this pub- 
lic act of ſocial worſhip. 


The conſtant renewal of thy mercies, 
calls upon us to praiſe thee with grateful 
hearts, and to adore thee as the fountain 
of all happineſs to thy creatures. We ac- 
knowledge thine undeſerved goodnels unto. 
us: we bleſs thee for every inſtance of it 
through our. whole lives, and eſpecially 
for thy kind, providence in preſerving us 

E through 
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through our various employments in the 
paſt week, and permitting us again to 
aſſemble together to mention the loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord, and the praiſes of 
our God. We are monuments of thy 
| ſparing mercy, and vitneſſes for thee, 
| that thy compaſſions fail not. 


We thank thee, O God, for the ap- 
pointment of the Sabbath, a day free from 
the diſtractions and temptations of the 
world around us, and dedicated to the 


 ſoletnn exerciſes of devotion. 


May the privileges and opportunities of 
our Sabbaths be carefully improved by us. 
May we worſhip thee, the all-ſeeing ſpi- 
rit, in ſpirit and in truth. May the 
ſeriouſneſs and importance of the duties in 
| which we are now engaging, fix our wan- 
dering thoughts, call off our attention from 
worldly concerns, - and animate us with a 
ſpirit of fervent devotion. Feeling the 
powerful influence of religion in our 
hearts, may we evidence it, by the humi- 

Jity, compoſure and regularity of our be- 
Fe | haviour 
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haviour in the houſe of God. Whilit 

reading or hearing thy word, may ve 
receive it as a rule of life which is able to 
make us viſe to ſalvation, and form 
firm reſolutions of mind to obſerve and 
obey it. May it come with power, and be 
as good ſeed ſown in good ſoil, producing 
the fruits of righteouſneſs and virtue. 


Bleſs, we beſeech thee, every Chriſtian 
aſſembly, and accept the prayers and 
praiſes of all thy ſervants. Give ſucceſs 
to thoſe who are employed in ſpreading 
Chriſtian knowledge throughout the world, 
that thy way may be known upon earth, 
and thy ſaving health amongſt all nations. 
May the goſpel of Jeſus go forth conquer- 
ing and to conquer, ſubduing every heart 


to the love and prattice of its precepts. 


And grant that all who profeſs the name 
of Chrift may live together in the mutual 
exerciſe of charity and good will; and 
devoutly ſerving thee in all good works, 
that they may inherit thine everlaſting 


kingdom, and enter into that reſt which 
EY. thott 
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which thou haſt reſerved for thy people. 

We aſk all in the name of Jeſus Chriſt 
'our Lord, through whom to thee, the only 
Hving and true God, de everlaſting praiſes. 
Amen. 


PRAYER 
AFTER READING ru SCRIPTURES, 
AND BEFORE 


SERMON. 


Mos: holy and eternally bleſſed God! 
We preſent ourſelves before thee as the 
creatures of thy power and the diſciples of 
thy ſon Jeſus Chrift ; adoring thee as the 

Creator and governor of all things, as the 

great firſt cauſe of being and happineſs— 
as the parent and lord of univerſal nature. 
All thy works praiſe thee, and we rejoice 
hat we are formed with a capacity of 

- eontemplating thy nature and attributes, 
of adoring thy ſupreme. excellence, and 

of 


2 
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of loving thy moſt perfect and amiable 


character. Thou, even thou, art God 
alone. Thou ruleſt in the armies of 
heaven, and amongſt the inhabitants of the 
earth. The whole creation is ſubject unto 
thee, and thou ordereſt and diſpoſeſt of 
all things with unerring wiſdom. Thou 
reigneſt ſupreme over all, a God rich in 


mercy to all who call upon thee, moſt wiſe 


and powerful, holy, juſt and good, 


We rejoice that ſo glorious, powerful 
and gracious a being pre ſides over the uni- 
verſe; and as the willing ſubjeQs of thy 
kingdom, do we now humbly pay ouf 
homage and worſhip unto thee, our cre- 
ator, preſerver, and governor. 


With the ſincereſt gratitude do we ac- 
knowledge thy goodneſs to us in the gift 
of life, of reaſon and underſtanding. Thy 
creating word called us into exiſtence, and 


thy boundleſs goodneſs hath furniſhed us 


with a rich variety of pleaſures. We bleſs 
thee for the powers of our bodies, far 
E g the 
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the faculties of our minds, and for every 
agreeable. circumſtance of our being, We 
thank thee for our capacities, for intellec- 
tual, ſocial, moral and divine pleaſures, 
and for all the advantages, comforts and 
bleſſings which we enjoy under thy graci- 


ous providence. To thy goodneſs we are 
| indebted for the peace and tranquillity in 


which we. live, and for every opportunity 
we enjoy of being and doing good. All 


the happineſs and all the uſefulneſs of our 


lives we owe to thee, our God, we will 


therefore praiſe thee and exalt thee for 


ever. Bleſſed be the Lord, who daily 


loadeth us with his benefits, even the God 


and of our ſalvation. 


Adored be thy name for all our enjoy- 
ments in this ſtate, and for the proſpe&. 


opened before us into one that is future 
will never end. | 


Thou haſt implanted in us a principle 


| | of immortality which leads us to aſpire 


after, and to qualify ourſelves for the bap- 
Es pineſs 
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pineſs of eternity. We bleſs thee that | 


the hope with which we are inſpired | 
is ſo fully confirmed to us in the goſpel of | 
Jeſus. Chriſt thy beloved ſon. 


Great and unſpeakable was thy love in 
giving us ſo full an aſſurance of a ſtate of 
future retribution, and in publiſhing to us 


ſo plainly the terms upon which we may | 


ſecure the approbation of our judge. 


Adored be thy name for ſending thy 
- ſon to be the way, the truth, and the life, 
to men who were wandering in the paths 
of ignorance and vice. And bleſſed be 
that good providence which has fixed our 
lot in a land, where, from our early years, 
we have been trained up in-the knowledge 

of thee the only true God, and of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. We rejoice in the 
pure light of thy goſpel—that the way to 


holineſs and happineſs is pointed out to us 
by the doftrine and example of thy ſon 


Jeſus, that we are encouraged to perſeve- 
rance in virtue by the moſt prevailing 
motives 


229 


E 


our own hearts. We have ſinned againſt 
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motives and the mot * precious promiſes ; 


and that we are aſſured of pardon upon 
lincere tepeniancs for our tranſgreſſions. 


For theſe thy mercies to us, O God, 

we will praiſe thee ät all times, and will 
bleſs thy name for ever and ever. How 
precious are thy thoughts unto us, O Goa! 
how great 1 is the fum of them! What is 
man that thou art thus mindful of him, 
and the ſon of man that thou viſiteſt him. 


When we conſider thy boundleſs mercies 


unto us, and our great unworthineſs, we 


ate overwhelmed with a ſenſe of our ingra- 
titude. We refle& with the moſt un- 
feigned ſorrow upon the many tranſgreſ- 
| fions of thy laws, concerning which our 


own conſciences witneſs againſt us. We 
accüſe and condemn ourſelves as rebels 
againſt thine authority. Thou haſt written 
to us the great things of thy law, but we 
have hated inſtruction, and our hearts deſ- 


Piſed reproof. We have been drawn 


aßide from duty by the corrupt defires of 


the 
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the cleareſt light, and cannot plead igno- - 
rance as an excuſo for our offences. We 
have ated contrary to our moſt ſolemn 
reſolutions, we have been regardleſs of 
thy promiſes and threatnings, thy mercies 
and fatherly chaſtiſements. Wert thou 
ſtritt to mark, and ſevere to puniſh what 
we have done amiſs, our future proſpetts 
would be moſt alarming. But thou art' 
gracious and merciful to forgive our ſins, 
if we repent of and forſake them. Lift 
up then the light of thy reconciled coun- 
tenance upon us, and revive us with the 
comforts of thy ſalvation, Our only hope 
is in that mercy which is revealed to us 
by Jeſus Chriſt—in his name we beſeech 
thee to forgive our many and great treſ- 
paſſes. Blot out our tranfgreſſions O God, 
free us from the ſins we have committed, 
and deliver us from the puniſhment which 
we have deſerved. May we henceforth 
ſeriouſly conſider, what our capacity and 
danger is, and ſo diligently apply ourſelves 
to the ſtudy and practice of the duties 
required of us, that we may at length att 
| up 
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up to the dignity of our nature, and to 
the peculiar excellency of thoſe powers 
and faculties with which thou haſt en- 
dowed us. May we from our hearts re- 
nounce every practice, diſpleaſing to thee, 
and: ſincerely endeavour to correct every 


vicious propenſity and evil habit. Convin- 


ced of the ſacred and inviolable nature of thy 
laws, and deeply impreſſed wiih the awful 
ſanctions by which they are enforced: 


may our obedience to them become daily 
more ſteady and uniform. We are ſenſi- 


ble of the frailties of our nature, that 
when left to ourſelves, we are liable to 
fall by every temptation which. attacks us. 
We beſeech thee, therefore, to ſtrengthen 


us for every conflict, confirm us in our 
preſent virtuous purpoſes, and enable us 


to evidence our ſincerity by leading righ- 


teous, ſober, and pious lives. 


May our minds be ſo deeply impreſſed 
with a becoming and awful ſenſe of thy 
glorious nature and perfections, that we 
may be conſtantly inſpired with earneſt 
5 deſires 
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defires of imitating thee in all thoſe in- 
ſtances which are poſſible to us. May we 
cultivate that fear of God which is the 
beginning of wiſdom and the fountain of 
life; and may. we ſet the Lord always 
before us, that we may act as under his 
immediate inſpection, and approve our 
hearts before him by well doing. 


O thou the God of love and the com- 


mon father of all mankind ' enable us 
to put on that charity towards our fellow 
creatures, which is the bond of perfect. 
neſs. Teach us to love our neighbour 
as ourſelves, with that love which 1s the 
fulfilling of 'the Chriſtian law, that hereby 
we may prove ourſelves to be the true 
diſciples of Chriſt. Preſerve us, O Lord, 
from malice and envy, from covetouſneſs 
and intemperate pride: pluck up theſe 


roots of bitterneſs from our minds, and 


plant there the principles of every Chriſ- 
tian grace and virtue. May we imbibe 


and cheriſh the true ſpirit of the goſpel in 


our hearts, and uniformly exert it in our 
| outward 
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owtward conduct. May the example of 
| our great tnaſter, ever placed: before our 
| eyes, direct our ſteps in every ſtation of 
i; life, and in every inſtance of duty; thus 
buy the humility of our deportment, the 
| | calmneſs and gentleneſs of our ſpirits, and 
; the humanity and generoſity of our hearts, 
may it be manifeſt to the world that we 
bave been with Jeſus. 


Almighty God ! who art the great diſ- 
poſer of all events, give us a due ſenſe of 
our dependance upon thee. In whatever 
| | ſtate we are, teach us to be: therewith 
content. If thou crowneſt us with proſpe- 
| rity, enable us to be wiſe and faithful ſtew- 
arqds of the bounties of thy providence: 
and if poverty and affliſtion be our lot, 
ſtill may we be confirmed in che belief of 
| thy goodneſs, by reflecting that thou doſt 


mercifully withhold from us many evils 

which our fins deſerve, and that from thee 

we ſtill receive unnumbered; unmerited 

bleflings. SanQify to us, O God, all thy 

| diſpenſations, and give us grace toimprove 
\ 


them 
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them to the beſt of purpoſes ; may they all 
have this happy tendency, to excite our 
devotion to thee, our heavenly father, 
and to fix our attention upon that crown 
of life which is reſerved for thoſe who are 
faithful unto death. With this animating 
proſpect before us, may we continue un- 
moved through all the changing ſcenes of 
life ; in the moſt trying circumſtances, may 
we retain our integrity, and in that ſolemn 
hour, when our connection with this world is 
to be diſſolved, when things temporal muſt 
give place to things eternal, may we depart 
to receive the great end of our faith and 
hope, our final and complete ſalvation. 


Hear our prayers, O God, and accept 
of us through Jeſus Chriſt the ſon of thy 
love, by whom we aſcribe unto thee the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever. Amen 
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Aunchry God! who art the great 
Creator and Preſerver of all things, we thy 
creatures whom thou haſt made, and whom 
thou haſt to this moment preſerved, have 
now preſented ourſelves before thee, 
to offer up the ſacrifice of our thankſgiving 
and praiſe. We have abundant reafon to 
adore the condeſcenſion of thy nature, 
that thou, who art exalted above the praiſes 
of angels, wilt lend a gracious ear to the 
ſupplications and worſhip of us, who dwell 
in tabernacles of clay, whoſe foundation is 
in the duſt. We thank thee for this op- 
portunity of chriſtian worſhip, and pray 
that theſe ſeaſons of grace, with which we 
are favoured, may not paſs without due 
improvement. By the reading of thy law 
and the preaching of thy word, may thy 
people increaſe in wiſdom and ſpiritual un- 
derſtanding, and grant that our regular 


diſcharge of the inſtrumental duties 'of 
* | religion 


* 
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religion, may become, through thy bleſſ- 
ing, the means of improving us in a 
rational and exalted piety, and of extend. 
ing and eſtabliſhing the dominion of 
practical religion in our hearts and lives. 


O thou, who haſt made of one blood all 
the nations of men to dwell on the face of 
the earth, bleſs, we beſeech, thee, the 
whole human race. May the glorious 
light of thy goſpel- pierce through all the 
regions of darkneſs, ſo that all thy rational 
offspring may come to the knowledge 
of thee, the only living and true God, 
by Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. 
May all the kingdoms of the earth be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Chriſt, and may the goſpel of the 
Redeemer be univerſally believed and 
obeyed. ” 3. 


We pray for the peace and proſperity of 
our native country. Preſerve us, we be- 
ſeech thee, from national judgments and 
calamities. Be merciful to our fins, heal 
our unchriſtian diviſions, and teach us all 

- 
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to live as becometh the goſpel of peace. 
Let the choiceſt of thy bleſſings deſcend 
upon our Sovereign may his reign be 
happy to himſelf and his people guide 
and direct his counſels, and give ſuc- 
| ceſs to all his undertakings for the public 
good: after a life of extenſive uſefulneſs 
here, may he receive a crown of glory in 
the heavenly kingdom. 


Bleſs, we entreat thee, all our inferior 
judges and magiſtrates in' their faithful en- 
deavours to:fulfil the great ends of their 
office, that they may be a terror to evil 
doers, and A and u to thoſe 
'who Go well. 


May the miniſters. of thy goſpel prove 
the bleſſed inſtruments, in thy hands, of 
promoting the knowledge and practice of 
chriſtianity, and may they be examples to 
their ee in faith and 80 


Look: with . mercy upon he fick and 
_ afliied; provide for the poor; comfort 
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the feeble minded; and cauſe all things to 
work together for good to them that love 
thee. Be thou the refuge of the oppreſſed, 
the fatherleſs and the widow. May all who 
are afflited find ſuitable relief, by repoſing 
a proper confidence in thy providence, 
and by ſheltering themſelves under the 
ſhadow of thy wings. 


And now, O God, may we remain un- 
der thine almighty protection. Pardon our 
fins. Accept of our imperfett ſervices, 
which we preſent unto thee, in the name 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour—lIn | 
his words we would ſum up all our requeſts 
for ourſelves and others, to thee, 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name—thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 
—give us this day our daily bread—for- 
give us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
who treſpaſs againſt us—lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 

F thine 
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thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever. Amen. 


May the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the love of God, and the fellowſhip of 
his holy ſpirit, be and- remain with us 
evermore. Amen. 
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==y >\..>4 ALMIGHTY God! whoſe mercy is in 
the heavens, whoſe faithfulneſs reacheth 
unto the clouds, and whoſe compaſſions 
endure for ever. As reaſonable and de- 
pendent beings, who are indebted to thee 
for our exiſtence, and all the happinefs 
which attends it, do we now preſent our 


humble and grateful addreſſes at the 
throne 
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throne of thy grace. Thou art a God, 
hearing prayer, forgiving iniquity, tranſ- 
greſſion and fin, and thou art pleaſed to 
encourage us with fincere contrition to 
lament our fins before thee, and to lay 
claim to thy forgiving mercy, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Deeply impreſs 
our minds, O God, with a proper ſenſe of 
this thy goodneſs to us: in our whole 
behaviour through life, more eſpecially 
in our public and ſolemn addreſſes to the 
throne of thy heavenly grace, may it have 
an abiding influence upon us. Grant us 
grace not to neglett and deſpiſe the bleſ- 
ſed privilege which thou-haſt given us, of 
calling upon thee our Father in heaven, 
but may we duly improve it by our fince- 
rity and humility, and by the conſtant 
exerciſe of thoſe good diſpoſitions with 
which we ſhould at all times appear in 
thy preſence, who art the high and holy 
one, inhabiting eternity. May our com- 
munion with thee in thy holy ordinances, 
be the great joy and conſolation of our 
lives, and may the aſſurance of thy readi- 
Mo | neſs, 
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neſs to hear our prayers, encourage us to 
truſt in thine unchangeable and perfect 
goodneſs for every ſuitable bleſſing in the 
preſent ſtate, and to hope for complete 
and endleſs happineſs in a future world. 


Alſſiſt us, O God, throughout the various 
parts of the ſervice in which we are now 
engaging. May the inſtructions of thy 
holy word be received with attentive, be- 
lieving and obedient hearts; in the con- 
feſſion of our ſins, may we be humbled to 
the duſt through a ſenſe of our great un- 
worthineſs, and may our petitions for 
mercy be earneſt and prevailing. May 
we ſing thy praiſes with delight and gra- 
titude, and thus diſcharging the public 
duties we owe to thee our creator, with 
ſuitable feelings and affeQions ; may we 
be prepared by a life of faith and hope 
for a ſtate of enjoyment and happineſs, 
and at laſt be tranſlated to thoſe bleſſed 
manſions, where thou haſt laid up, for 
thoſe that love thee, ſuch things as eye 
hath not ſeen nor ear heard, ſuch as 

£4, cannot 


r 
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cannot enter into the heart of man fully 
to conceive. Graciouſly receive theſe 
our prayers, O God, which we preſent 
unto thee, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


7 
PRAYER 
AFTER READING vas SCRIPTURES, 
AND BEFORE 


SERMON. 


| | : 
Mos: glorious and ever bleſſed God! ke! 


who art clothed with honour and majeſty, 


and who covereſt thyſelf with light as 


with a garment! Great art thou, O Lord, 


and greatly to be praiſed. To thee of 


right belong all our worſhip, thankſgiving, 
and praiſe, together with all honour, reve- 
rence and obedience from the whole crea- 
tion for ever. Thou, O God, haſt made 
us, and not we ourſelves; we will there- 


fore come into thy preſence with thankſ- 
giving, and give unto thee the glory due 
| F g to 


2 [Fry +=. 


5 


5 
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to thy name; for thou art good, thy mercy 
is everlaſting, and thy truth endureth to 


all generations. We adore thee as the 


one only living and true God, poſſeſſed 


of almighty, ineſiſtible power. Thine is 


the greatneſs, and the glory, and the 


majeſty ; all things in heaven and in earth 


are thine; thine is the kingdom, and thou 


art to be worſhipped as Lord over all. 
Thy hand ſuſtains and guides the great 


ſyſtem of nature; the heavens and the 


earth remain unto this day according to 
thine ordinance, for all things ſerve thee. 
Thy wiſdom, O God, is great, and all 
thy. works are done in judgment. Thou 
haſt made all things for their uſes, and or- 


dained them in number, weight, and mea- 
| ſure; there is one wiſe and greatly to be 
feared, the Lord fitting upon his throne, 


We reverence thee, O God, as a being, 
ever preſent with all the works of thy 


hands; the whole creation is under thine 
immediate inſpection and providence. We 
cannot go from thy preſence or flee from 


thy 
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thy ſpirit. Thou ſearcheſt the heart, that 
thou mayſt give to every man according to 
his ways, and according to the fruit of his 
doings. $- 


3 


We more eſpecially celebrate and re- 
joice in the eſſential and eternal goodneſs 
of thy nature, which affords a ſolid foun- 
dation of rational comfort, ſatisfaction and 
joy to thy creatures. Thou art the great 
fountain of happineſs, and thou diffuſeſt 
thy bleſſings through all the works of thy 
hands. The heavens declare thy glory; 
the earth is full of thy goodneſs; the day 
is thine, the night alſo is thine; and thou 
makeſt the morning and the evening to 
rejoice. The whole creation bears teſti- 
mony that thou art infinitely great, and 
wiſe, and good. O God, thy perfections 

fill our hearts with love and joy, and our 
lips ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſe. 
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We adore thee as the creator and pre- 
ſerver of men; and we beſeech thee gra- 
ciouſly to accept this expreſſion of our 
gratitude, for the abundant experience 

we 
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we ourſelves have had of thy divine 
goodneſs. 


Thou, O merciful Father, haſt ever 
manifeſted a tender concern for our hap- 
pineſs, both in time and eternity. To 
thee we are indebted for the common 
bleſſings of our common nature, for the 
care and ſupplies of thy providence which 
we daily experience; and for that de- 


geree of knowledge and virtue which 


thou haſt made us capable of attaining; 
But as Chriſtians we acknowledge our- 
ſelves to be under additional obligation 
to celebrate the greatneſs of thy mercy to 
us. We thank thee for the precious gift 
of thy goſpel, which inſtructs and directs 
our wandering ſteps, enlarges our proſpect 
beyond this ſtate, to one of complete and 
permanent happineſs, and points out the 
path that will lead us to the enjoyment of 
it, We bleſs thee that the truth of the 
goſpel is fo clear, and its ſanctions fo glo- 
rious, that by miracles it was ſo clearly 


proved, and its doctrines ſo wonderfully 
progreſſive. 
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progreſſive. We thank thee for that en- 
gaging example which its divine author 
exhibited, to animate his followers in the 


purſuit of virtue, glory and happineſs. 


Grant, merciful God, that this example 
may not ſhine in vain before us; but may 
a ſenſe of our obligations to thee, and to 
our Saviour, ſuitably affect our minds, and 
excite pious affections and fincere grati- 
tude. Above all, do thou aſſiſt us to 
acknowledge our obligations by an uni- 
form courſe of piety and virtue. 


Whilft we are enumerating thy mercies, 
it becomes us to confeſs that we have not 
rendered unto thee according to what 
we have received. We have ſinned, O 
Father of Heaven, in thy ſight, and are no 
more worthy to be called thy children. 
O God, holy and juſt, we do now humble 
ourſelves before thee under the convic- 
tion of our great unworthineſs. We 
know that we have tranſgreſſed thy holy 
laws, and fadly deviated from the path of 


duty. Much more doſt thou know it 


who 
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who ſeeſt our very thoughts, and from 
| whom nothing is hidden. When we look 
back upon the errors and tranſgreſſions 
of our lives, and conſider how numerous 
and aggravated they are, our hearts trem- 
ble for fear of thy judgments. Our ini- 
quities have abounded ; but, O God, let 
thy grace towards us much more abound. 
Thou art terrible in judgment only to- 
wards obſtinate and impenitent finners, 
but of infinite mercy to ſuch as truly re- 
pent and turn to thee. Look down, we 
beſeech thee, with the eyes of mercy 
upon us, and behold with compaſſion thy 
penitent creatures. It was thy gracious 
appointment that Chriſt Jeſus ſhould come 
into the world to ſave finners; and we 
deſire with all our hearts to accept his 
offered ſalvation. To this end, enable 
us to comply with the terms which he has 
preſcribed in the goſpel. - 


Almighty and moſt righteous God, who 
ſearcheſt the hearts of the children of 
men, and rendereſt to every one accord— 


ing 
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ing to his doings, ſuffer us not to preſume 
upon thy mercy whilſt we retain an affec- 
tion for our ſins. May we never enter- 
tain hopes of thy forgiveneſs, without true 
repentance, nor expect to be finally ac- 
cepted, without ſincere obedience. May 
it be our determined reſolution to rectify 
what has hitherto been wrong in our tem- 
per and diſpoſition, and to make our 
hearts and ways more pleaſing in thy fight, 
and more conformable to the rules of vir- 
tue aud true religion, 


Strengthen us, O God, in every 
good purpoſe and reſolution: wherein we 
are ignorant, do thou teach us, and 


wherein we have done amiſs, help us to do 
ſo no more. Preſerve us from thoſe cir- 
cumſtances that would prove a ſnare. and 


temptation to us; and, O thou God of 
wiſdom, enlighten and ſanctify our minds, 


and direct and aſſiſt us through the whole 
courſe of our lives. Thou art the omni- 


{cient witneſs of all our actions, and the 
judge of all our thoughts and affections! 
Ever 
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60 PRAYER BEFORE SERMON. 


| Ever regarding thee in this light, may we 
live in daily preparation for our appear- 
ance before thy tribunal, that whenever 
thou ſhalt think fit to call us out of this 
world, we may with cheerfulneſs and grati- 
tude exchange it for a better. 


Our condition, whilſt here, it becomes 

usto refer to that wiſdom which cannot err, 
and to that goodneſs which is extended to 
all thy creatures. Give us grace, we be- 
ſeech thee, in the uſe of honeſt and lawful 
means to depend upon thy providence, 
and to reſt contented under all thy diſpen- 
ations. Suffer us not to forget thee in - 
our abundance, or to queſtion thy good- 
neſs in our diſtreſs. In every ſituation, com- 
fort us with a ſenſe of thy favour: in health 
and in fickneſs, in life and in death, may we 
liſt up our ſouls unto thee, and make thy 
goodnefs alone our confidence and joy: 
and may we fo paſs through the changing 
ſcenes of the preſent world, that we may 
be prepared for the pure, unmixed hap- 
etc a pineſs 
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pineſs of thy glorious preſence for ever- 
more. | 


As we are in duty bound to pray for 
others, we heſeech thee, graciouſly to hear 
our ſupplications for all our fellow crea- 
tures. Let thy mercy deſcend upon the 
whole race of mankind. Enlighten thoſe 


that are in darkneſs, and may that grace of 


God which bringeth ſalvation, effectually 
appear unto all, teaching them to deny un- 
godlincſs and worldly luſts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly and piouſly in the 
world. Reform the diſorders ariſing from 
the evil paſſions of men; and may all na- 
tions experience the permanent bleſſings of 
peace and good government. 


Continue to the inhabitants of this land | 


that form of government, the happy effects 
of which they enjoy every moment of their 
lives. As we are a people highly favoured 
of thee, may we be alſo eminent for our 


zeal in thy ſervice; may we abound in the 


fruits of charity towards each other; and 
let 
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62. PRAYER: BEFORE SERMON. 


let not that liberty in which we rejoice, be 
turned into licentiouſneſs. 

We recommend to the care of thy provi- 
dence, thy ſervant George, our ſovereign, 
beſeeching thee to affiſt him in the diſ- 
charge of the important duties to which he 
is called. May we at all times have rea- 
ſon to rejoice in him as the miniſter of thy 
providence unto us for good, and after a 
life of extenſive uſefulneſs here, advance 
him to thy heavenly kingdom. 


Bleſs and direct all thoſe who are ſet in 
authority over us in civil affairs, and may 
they rule in thy fear, as knowing they muſt 
give an account. Continue to us, if it 
be thy will, the fruits of the earth in their 
ſeaſon, ſo that our poor may be ſatisfied 

with bread. And may we.receive the bleſ- 
' ſings of thy providence with thankful and 
contented minds, and uſe them with tem- 
perance, moderation and charity. Hear 
our prayers, for all who are afflicted, wether 
in mind, body, or eſtate, and do thou com- 
221 | fort 
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fort and relieve them according to their 
ſeveral neceſſities. May the beſt inſtrue- 
tions be conveyed to their minds by the 
viſitations of thy providence, 'and by the 
ſadneſs of their countenances, may their 
hearts be made better. Hear, we pray 
thee, O God, our prayers for ourſelves, 
and our interceſſions for others, which we 
offer up in the name, and as the diſciples 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour, 
through whom we have acceſs unto thee, O 
Father, and by whom we thankfully aſcribe 
unto thee all honour and glory, thankſgiv- 
ing and praiſe, now and for ever. Amen. 


CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


x Mos: glorious and ever living God, 


of whom, by whom, and unto whom are all 
things! Convinced of thine adorable per- 


fections, thy righteous and moral govern- 


ment, we have this day preſented unto 


thee our ſocial homage and worſhip. Thou, 
O00 God, 


B *= Þ — 2 — L 4 - Tag TY 
oo 1 * 3 - ob} d 
— 


i 


- 


1 


V7 


? * 2 
4 * 
1 
4 
. 
4 
=Y 
7 9. 
a „ 
. 
IF 
{ 
| Sin] 
"I 
. ' 
* 
* 
„ 
£ , 
4 
} 
"23 - 
* 
* 
4 * 1 
* 
1 
* 
, 
A 
[T1 mY 
4 * 
+ 
"FT. 7 % 
* = 
. 
f * 
" + | 
"v 
$56 
7 
E 
1 
4 
1 - 
F 
7 
bs 
7 
_ * 
* 4 
12 
'* £5 
4 ; 
0 4 
4 
- 
« 1 
1, » 
" 2 
4 * 
1 "1 7 
4 N 180 
ur * 
: 
47 2 
: * 
. 
* 
* 
7 
* * 
+. FB 
: 
\ 
: , 
1 
. * 
* * 
= 
1 
* 
* 
x 
* 
** 
1 
J * 
. 4 
9 
5 s 
1 . 
"3 To 
5 L 7 
317 
"* * 
, 2 
1 
4 "i q wy 
, — vw 
EO +1 
* 
ö 1 
| | *. 18 
Ms 4 
1 — 
4x. Fs £ 
+: Ay; 
* 2 4 
: | x 
4 
TY 
** . 
11. 


2 . 


64 CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


O God, haſt graciouſly promiſed to be the 
rewarder of all ſuch as diligently ſeek thee; 
let it be unto us, thy ſervants, according to 
thy word. By the frequency of our com- 
munion with thee in theſe ordinances, 
may we be- inſpired with thoſe pious affec- 
tions and worthy diſpoſitions, which will 
qualify us for the enjoyment of that eter- 
nal felicity, to the hope of which we are 
raiſed by the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. For- 
give the coldneſs and indifference which 
we may have manifeſted in the public du- 
ties of this day, and enable us to become 
more active and vigorous in thy ſervice, 
and more fruitful in every good work. 
Fortify us, O God, in thoſe purpoſes of 
repentance which we have ſo ſolemnly 
profeſſed before thee, and ſuffer not the 
falſe allurements of fin and the world 
again to deceive us, and ſteal away our 
hearts, after we have given up ourſelves . 
to thee, and reſolved to be thine. 


Bleſs, we beſeech thee, to this people 
the N of exhortation which they have 
v | heard ; 
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| heard; may they receive it with pure af- 
tettion, and experience the benefits of its 
influence on their hearts and lives. 


Be with us, Oo God, the remainder of 
the week, in all our ways, and enable us 
ſo to diſcharge the proper duties of our re- 
ſpective ſituations, that we may be better 


prepared for the next ſabbath, if it be 


thy will to ſpare us to it. May we ever 
be careful to redeem and improve our 
time, as being ſenſible, that the time of 
life is ſnort, and that to thee we muſt be 
accountable for it. 


Hear our prayers, and accept theſe 
our ſervices, we beſeech thee, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of thy love, 
and the author and finiſher of our faith. 
For him we would, with all our hearts, 
adore and bleſs thee, and in his words: we 
would conclude our prayers :— 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name—thy kingdom come, 
8 G thy 
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66 CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 
— give us this day our daily bread—for- 
give us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
who treſpaſs againſt us—lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and We 
glory, for ever. Amen. 
Grace, mercy, and'peace from God the 
Father, and from Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
be and remain with you, for ever. Amen. 


' OFFICE | 
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OFFICE 
FOR 

BAPTISM: 
Cnxisriatrry is a teligion that 
approves itſelf to the pureſt reaſon; the 
precepts which it lays down, and the inſti- 
tutions Which it has eſtabliſhed, have for 
their object our progreſs in virtue and 
happineſs. Moſt of the external rites and 
ceremonies which were ſuch a burden to the 
Jews, our Maſter was authorized to aboliſh. 
Some of his diſciples have indeed loaded 
themſelves with uſeleſs ceremonies, and 
endeavoured to impoſe that load upon 
others, by virtue of their own authority : 
it is however the diſtinguiſhing charac- 
teriſtic of Proteſtants (particularly of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters) that they have had the 
courage to reſiſt the impoſition of human 
authority in matters of religion. We look 
up to Jeſus as the only true head of his 
"A church 


* 


6 OFFICE FOR BAPTISM. 
church, and we look upon his goſpel as 


containing every rule and every inſtitution 
| which he thought neceſſary for his follow- 
ers to obey. But in the aſſertion and ex- 


erciſe of their Chriſtian liberty, perhaps 
there 1s reaſon to lament that ſome of our 
brethren have proceeded too far in their 
zeal for rejecting what they eſteemed un- 


neceſſary, and not conducive to Chriſtian 


edification, 


|. Chriſt has only given us two inſtitutions 


of a ſtrictly poſitive nature, and both of 


_ theſe have a ſtrong moral tendency. . Were 


we indeed unable to diſcover their uſe, 


-which we by no means are, yet it ſhould 


certainly be ſufficient to bind his followers 


to obedience, that dl, are his expreſs 
commands. | 


With reſpect to the ordinance which we 
are now going to celebrate, it is founded 
upon theſe words of Chriſt, immediately 
before his aſcenſion, in which he com- 
mands his Apoſtles to “ go and teach or 

diſciple 


diſciple all nations, baptizing them in the | 


name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit.” The ſcriptural account of this 
inſtitution, you will obſerve, is in very 
few words, and it will not be neceſlary to 
uſe many more in explaining it. 


The ſprinkling of the infant with water 
can only be conſidered as ſymbolical of 


that purity of heart and life, which is 


required of every profeſſor of Chriſtianity ; 
and the form of words uſed at the time, 
ſignifies that it is initiated into that religion 
which God revealed and taught by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and confirmed by many miraculous 
teſtimonies. Baptiſm is ſtrictly an ob- 


ligation to holineſs; it is, however, an 


obligation, reſting not upon the child, 
which is incapable of entering into any 
engagement, but upon the parents. You 
therefore the parents of this child, by de- 
firing it to be baptized and made a mem- 
ber of the Chriſtian Church, publicly de- 


clare yourſelves. to be Chriſtians, and enter 


into a ſolemn engagement before Almighty 


G3 God, 
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God, that. you will educate this child. in 
the principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

By this act, you acknowledge the divine 
goodneſs i in the birth of a child you re- 


cognize the parental relation and duty 8 


and implore the continuance of the divine 
favour and mercy to yourſelyes and tor 
your offspring. If you be properly 
affected by the very important relation in 
which you at preſent ſtand, you will be 
ready to give a ſerious attention,” whilſt ] 
recall to your minds ſuch motives' as 
appear the moſt likely to engage you to 
a careful diſcharge of the parental 
duties. Your heavenly father has en- 
truſted to you the taſk of training up one 
of his rational beings for happineſs, It is 
your duty, as far as human prudence can 
go, to ſecure the intereſt of your child 
both in this world and in the next: theſe 
intereſts will generally be found compati- 
ble with each other: for if you imprint 
upon his he art a ſenſe of his duty. to God, 
0 himſelf, and to all mankind; if you 


furniſh 


4 


furniſh him with good principles, you take 
the"beſt means to ſecure even his temporal 
intereſt ; but if in any caſe they be found 
incompatible, ſtill it will be the beſt mark 
of pruderice in your own conduct, and 
certainly the greateſt kindneſs to your off. 
' ſpring, to inſtru him in the beſt method 
of providing for a happy ſtate in that life, 
for which he was chiefly and originally 
deſigned, and which vill never end. 


Upon the preſent occaſion, it will be 
impoſſible to enter into any particular diſ- 
cuſſion of the ſubje& of education. After 
renewing upon your minds a ſenſe of the 
importance of this part of your duty, the 
diſcharge of it muſt be truſted to your 
own judgment and diſcretion. You will 


however indulge me in briefly ſtating the 


following obſervations :— 


The great objekt of education, is the 
virtue and conſequent happineſs of your 


child. Now piety or the reverential fear 
of God is the beſt, nay the only foundation 
G4 . of 
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of virtue. This foundation, it is moſt 
aſſuredly in your power to ſecure. The 
means are eaſy and infallible. If you uni- 
formly ſhew him an example of reverence 
to God both in words and actions; if you 
make a proper uſe of the many opportuni- 
ties afforded you by his natural curioſity 
upon ſubjects new to him, the ſucceſs will 
be certain; he will ſoon learn to reverence 
the God of his father, and you will have 
. the unſpeakable delight of drawing down 

the divine ment uw one that mo 
love, » | 


When you come to inſtruct kim in the 
nature and defign of the Chriſtian revela- 
tion, it is of the firſt importance that you 
teach him to conſider it as a practical 
ſyſtem, for ſuch it was certainly intended 
to be. However important you may 
judge merely ſpeculative doctrines to be, 
ſtill you muſt acknowledge, that to young 
minds they are neither eſſential or neceſ- 
ſary. But you ought never to loſe fight 
of thoſe doftrines that influence the prac- 
- tice, 
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| tice, ſuch as the reſurrettion of Chriſt, 
which 1s a pledge of ours, and the doctrine 
of a future judgment conſequent upon it. 


Upon this topic, important as it is, it 
will not be neceſſary to enlarge at preſent. 
Every obſervation which I could make, 


and every motive which I could ſuggeſt up- 


on the ſubject, are, I hope, familiar to your 
minds, and will conſequently influence your 
conduct. Accordingly, it is to be hoped, you 
will one day experience that firſt bliſs of hu- 
man life, the ſeeing this child the object of 


your tendereſt affections, repaying all your 


cares by his virtuous behaviour through 
life. What pleaſure muſt it then afford 
you, to be conſcious that ke is doing good 
in his day, and laying up for himſelf trea- 


ſures of rich delight in the kingdom of nis 


heavenly father. And if providence 
ſhould ſo order it, that you ſhould want his 
aſſiſtance in the time of ſickneſs or the 
decline of life, you will then find that God 


cannot beſtow a greater external comfort 


than a good and dutiful child; he will 
| then 


: 
j 
j r 
U * 
ey 
„ 
1 5 
4 
U 
* 
* 
LAY . " 
: v4 
a! * 
* 
4% 
U — 
11 
I 
1 * 
* 7 l 
« T7838 
1 vB 
4 * 
, = 
7 = 
ih 7 
N 1 
7 75 
{ o 4 
on * * 
a þ 
4 * 
bf . 
FT? F 
4 
= 
's 
7 
1. 74 
** 4 
1 
aq 4 
* 
= 
4% 
Wy | 
3 
' 


74 OFFICE FOR BAPTISM. 


then be the light of your eyes, and a cor- 
dial to your fainting ſpirits. And when 
you come to leave this world, you will 
depart with peace and ſatisfaction, being 
fully perſuaded that your child will conti- 
nue to behave well, and perform every 
duty of life with fidelity. On the other 
hand, if the Almighty ſhould ſee fit to re- 
move this child hence in infaney or youth, 
you will have the conſolation of reflecting, 
that you have performed your duty to- 
wards him, and patiently to rebgn. ham into 
ane of: hits a: 

1 If theſe WY * not A pre 
valent, permit me to add another, which 
farely cannot fail of its effect. Let me 
then entreat you, to conſider yourſelves, 
as meeting this child again in another ſtate, 
before the tribunal of God. To be able then 
to ſay, „Lo! here am 1, and the child 
» hich thou haſt given me; he was formed 
e capable of happinefs in eternity; to me 
e thou haſt been pleaſed to entruſt the taſk 


C 1 training him up for this happineſs, and 
| this 
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# this to the beſt of my ability I have ful- 
* filled.” —Is it poſſible to conceive with 
what rapturous pleaſure you will hear each 
other approved of by the ſupreme judge, 
with what triumphant joy you will embrace 
each other, and. enter together into the 
realms of future felicity, neyer more to be 
ſeparated? Onthe other hand, can you 
endure the thought of meeting in the future 
ſtate, with a vicious and ruined child, and 
perhaps hear him aſcribing his wretchedneſs 
to your negligence in the days of has 
youth. But this is too painful an idea to be 
dwelt upon; certainly better things may 
be expected from you: and if the various 
conſiderations, now laid before you, have 
made a proper impreſſion, it will be ſcarce- 


ly neceſſary for me to aſk you, the parents | 


of this child, Is it your ſincere intention to 
train up this child in the fear of God, and 
in the principles of the Chriſtian religion 


Upon the parents ſignifying their aſſent, 
and naming the child, he is baptized, * in 
EC AY. name of the Father, the Son, and 
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« the Holy Spirit.” The child is then de- 
livered again to the parents, the perſon who 
offcaates, ſaying, © Take this child, bring 
bim up in the nurture and admonition of 
« the Lord ; teach him to do juſtice, love 
% mercy, and walk humbly with God.” 


PRAYER. 


93 


ure God! our heavenly Fa- 
ther, the author of our lives, and the giver 
of every yood gift. We praiſe and bleſs 
thee, that thou haſt called us into life. 
Endued us with thine own image; given us 
knowledge of good and evil; raiſed us 
above the brute creation, and made us 
capable of knowing and ſerving thee our 
great Creator. We thank thee for thy 
pfrovidential care over us; for our preſerva- 
tion in the midſt of dangers and difficulties; 
for our continuance in life to the preſent 
moment; for the means afforded us of 


improvement 
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improvement in virtue and piety, and for 
the gracious goſpel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


We more eſpecially praiſe and bleſs thee 
for thy goodneſs and mercy manifeſted to 
thy ſervant before thee, in a time of peculiar 
danger and diſtreſs. We join with her in 
returning thanks unto thee, for having 
ſafely conducted her through the pains and 
perils of child-bearing, made her the liv- 
ing mother of a living child, and reſtored 
her again to her family, in peace and hap- 
pineſs, and to the comforts and bleſſings 
of life. Grant, O God, chat the liſe which 
thou haſt ſpared, and the ſtrength which 
thou has renewed, may hereafter be em- 
ployed in thy ſervice. Make her uſeful 


and happy in this life, and for ever happy | 


in that which is to come. Let thy bleſſing 
deſcend upon both thy ſervants at the head 
of their family ; grant that they may live 


together in peace, and that thou, the God of 


love and peace, mayſt be with them 
bleſs them. a | 


We 
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We in a particular manner pray utits 
thee in behalf of this child, whom we have 
now ſolemnly devoted by baptiſm, to be 
trained up in the love and fear of thee the 
one living and true God. Do thou mer- 
cifully preſerve his health, ſupply his wants, 
and ſupport and comfort him under all the 
afflictions of life. Preſerve him from a 
corruption of manners, and the contagious 
influence of evil examples. Endue him 
with wiſdom and virtue, teach him to love 
and be grateful to his parents, to obey 
their commands, and to receive inſtruction 
with attention and humility. Make him 
an uſeful member of ſociety, happy in him- 
fel}, a bleſſing to his relatives and friends, 
and by all the diſpenſations of thy provi- 
dence, bring him at laſt to thy heavenly 
* | 


\ mighty God, bleſs and aſſiſt is ſer- 
vants, the parents of this child, in exerciſ- ' 
ing a ſteady and gentle diſcipline over him. 


_ Enable them to inſtil into his mind the true 
5 8 Principles of the chriſtian religion, to teach 
$97 bag him 


+ flea tf - 8 
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him the knowledge of thee kis maker, and 


to lead him to the love and practice of uni- 


verſal righteouſneſs. We reſign ourſelves 
and all our concerns into thy hand. Con- 
duct us, we beſeech thee, through all the 
ſcenes of this preſent world, to thy ever- 
laſting happineſs, through Jon __ our 
Lord and Saviour. 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallow- 


ed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 


will be done on earth as it is in heaven, _ 


give us this day our daily bread, and for- 
give us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us; lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for eyer. Amen. 
Grace, mercy and peace from God the 
Father, and from Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
be and remain with you evermore. Amen. 
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OFFICE 


FOR us CELEBRATION OF THE 


LORD SUPPER. 


ff 


2 4 AS ve are now, my fellow Chriſtians, 


met together for- the celebration of that 
ſocjal rite peculiar to the Chriſtian religion, 
and which the great Author of our faith 
commanded all his diſciples to obſerve, it | 
vill be proper for us to conſider the 
nature of it, and the end ſor which it was 
| inſtituted. And here it is happy for us that 
we have the words of the original inſtitu- 
tion to recur to, an attention to which 
will ſave us from thoſe errors, and the 
uneaſineſs ariſing from them, which have 
been ſo prevalent upon this ſubject, and 
prevent us from looking upon chat as a 
terror which was meant for our ſatisfattion 
and comfort. ; 


The 
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The inſtitution of this ordinance is 
recorded by three of the Evangeliſts, in 
almoſt the ſame words. St. Luke's ac- 
count is as follows: « And he took bread 
« and gave thanks and brake it and gave 
c unto them, ſaying, this is my body, 
which is given for you; this do in 
<« remembranceof me.” Likewiſe the cup 
after ſupper, ſaying, This cup is the 
« New Teſtament in my blood which was 
« ſhed for you. 'The only circumſtance 
in which St. Luke varies from the other 
Evangeliſts, is an additional command, 
to do this in remembrance of Chriſt : and 
this circumſtance is the beſt general expla- 
nation to be given of the ordinance. We 
are to oblerve it in remembrance of 
Chriſt. - But here ariſes a queſtion of ſome 
importance. What is it to remember 
Chriſt? Is it barely to call to mind that 
ſuch a perſon appeared upon earth? Cer- 
tainly not: much more is included in it; 
otherwiſe, there would be ſome difficulty 


in vindicating our Saviour's wiſdom in an 


inſtitution of this nature. If, my Chriſ- 
| H tian 
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tian brethren, we remember Chriſt to any 


worthy purpoſe, we muſt contemplate the 


great end of his miſſion from God; we 
muſt bear in mind the character which he 
was authorized to aſſume, and the capa- 
city in which he'ſtands towards mankind. 
We muſt conſider him as a- teacher com- 


miſſioned by heaven to inſtruct che igno- 


rant; to diſplay the truth of God to a 


world ſunk in vice and ſuperſtition; to 
reclaim the vicious, by an aſſurance of 


full remiſſion of fin, upon ſincere repent- 


anee; and by exciting them to the practice 


of virtue, to lead them to the proper per- 
fettion of their natures, and the enjoy- 
ment of peace and happineſs. 


To remember Chriſt, is to fix deeply 
in our minds, the great leading principles 


of his religion, and to cheer and refreſh 
our hearts with the animating proſpet of 


immortality ſet before us. In a word, it 
is to commemorate him as the Miniſter of 
a diſpenſation of peace and mercy : as 
one, who has given us the certain infor- 

| mation 
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mation of an eternal connection between 
a life of virtue here, and alife of happineſs 
hereafter; and who, in purſuing the great 
objects of his miſſion, ſpent a life of 
labour and hardſhip, and ſubmitted to a 
painful and ignominious death. And here, 
my Chriſtian friends, it will be. natural 
for our minds to dwell with gratitude 
upon the concluding ſcenes of his life. 


This ordinance was inſtituted immediately 


before his ſufferings, and from this cir- 
cumſtance, as well as from the very words 
of the inſtitution, we may juſtly conclude, 
that it has a particular reference to them. 


The breaking of Bread, is intended as 
a lively repreſentation of his body being 
broken for us; and the pouring out of 
Wine, of his blood being ſhed for the 
. remiſſion of ſin. Wonderful condeſcen- 
ion! Unexampled affection! «Though 
he was rich, yet for our ſakes he 
« became poor, that we, through his 


poverty, might be made rich. Greater 


« love hath no man than this, that a man 
H 2 | lay 
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„lay down his life for his friend. He 
« pave himſelf for us, that he might 
« deliver us from this preſent evil world; 
« that he might redeem us from all 
« iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
« peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

* He died for all, that they who live 
« ſhould not henceforth live unto them- 
« ſelves, but unto him who died for 
« them.” —Thus does Scripture ſpeak of 
tze ſufferings and death of our Lord, as 
deſigned to promote our advancement in 
holineſs and virtue; and to this end 
ſhould ve at preſent contemplate them. 


I am no advocate for the many myſte- 
rious effects which have been attri- 
buted to this ordinance; but ſurely there 
is nothing that militates either againſt 

reaſon or ſcripture, in ſaying; that medi- 
tations of this nature are admirably cal. 
culated to give freſh ſecurity and ſtrength 
to our obligations; and, if properly 
impreſſed upon the mind, will certainly 
lead us to _m ourſelves in the moſt 


ſolemn 
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folemn manner to a more uniform obedi- 
ence. 


We live in a world, wherein tempta- 
tions daily affault us:—the hurry of 
buſineſs, or the purſuit of pleaſures, in 
which we are more or leſs engaged, leaves 


us but little time for ſerious thought :— 


we feel an immoderate attachment to pre- 
ſent things, and are apt to forget our 
connection with a future ſtate. This, 
my brethren, is one of thoſe uſeful ſea- 
ſons, which may ſerve to collect our 
ſcattered thoughts, and renew upon our 
minds a ſenſe of the nature and import- 
ance of our profeſſion. as Chriſtians; it 
may teach us, that this world in which we 
are now placed, is only preparatory to a 


better ſtate; where an eternal happy 


exiſtence is allotted to thoſe who have 
acquired the requiſite qualifications. 
Thus ſerviceable, may our attendance 
upon this ordinance be, to our beſt 


intereſts : it may increaſe our zeal for 
every good work; we may learn to puriſy 


H 3 ourſelves 


1 
9 
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ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
ſpirit; and this improvement of the pri- 
vileges and advantages we enjoy in this 
life, will certainly ſecure to us, the 
rewards of that which is to come. 


PRAYER. 


. 


Aumcury God! the Father of 
mercies! the God of peace and comfort! 
by whoſe power we are created, and by 
whoſe Providence we are preſerved and 
maintained! We bleſs and praiſe thee 
for thy great goodneſs to us: to 'thee we 
are not only indebted for our being, but 
for whatever contributes to its ſupport 
and happineſs. We praiſe thee for 
every advantage we have been favoured 
with, to further our progreſs in virtue 
and religion, More eſpecially do we 
praiſe thee, for our invaluable privileges 
as the diſciples of Chriſt ; that thou didſt 
mercifully ſend thy Son into the world 

to 
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to deliver us from the dominion and con- 
ſequences of ſin; and that life and immor- 
tality are fully brought to light in his 
goſpel. - We bleſs thee for his holy doc. 
trine, and truly exemplary life; for the 
many inſtances he gave of his love to 
mankind, in the courſe of his life; and 
for that wonderful inſtance of his good- 

neſs in ſubmitting to an ignominious 
death for us. 


We particularly acknowledge thy good- 
neſs, in this inſtitution of- our religion 
upon which we are now attending. Give 
us, we beſeech thee, right notions and 
clear conceptions of its nature and end; 
and diſpoſe us to receive theſe memorials 
of our compaſſionate Redeemer, with 
a proper frame of mind. May we con- 
template the ſufferings of our Maſter, ſo 
that our hearts may be affected with ſin- 
cere contrition, for the unworthy returns 
we have made to his goodneſs: and 
inſpire us, O God, with earneſt deſires 
and prevailing reſolutions, to devote our- 
H 4 ſelves 
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ſelves hence forward to live anſwerably 
to our profeſſion as his diſciples. May 
we ſet him before us as our great example, 
as 1 is our ue hope. * 


May we hour in mind his holineſs and 
humility ; his goodneſs and charity; bis 
meekneſs and patience; his entire truſt in, 
and reſignation to thee, and his delight 
to do thy will; and as far as the frailties 
of our nature will allow; may we imitate 
bim in theſe inſtances of his condudt. 
Thus render us by thy grace, ſhining 
images of our bleſſed redeemer, and at 
length clothe us with the bright reſem- 

blance of his holineſs and glory in that 
' world where he now dwells, when we 
thall afcribe unceafing praiſes to thee, vo 
art ſupreme over all. Hear us, Almighty 
God, in theſe our prayers; accept of us 
and bleſs us, as the diſciples of thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. | 8 


_ Upon 


OF THE LORD's SUPPER. 29 


Upon the diſtribution of the bread, 
the perſon who officuates, ſays. 


In obedience to the command of Chriſt, 
and as a memorial of his death, more 
eſpecially of his body being broken for 
us, we break this bread; and profeſſing 
my own faith in Chriſt, and reſolution to 
live- as becomes a Chriſtian, I take and 


eat of this bread. With the ſame reſolu- 


tion let us all take and eat of it. 
Upon the diſtribution of the wine. 


In obedience to the command of Chriſt, 
as another memorial of his death, and 
eſpecially of his blood being ſhed for us, 
we pour this wine; and repeating my 
profeſſion of faith in Chriſt and reſolution 
to live as becomes a chriſtian, T1 drink of 


this wine. With the ſame reſolution let 


us all drink of it. 


Here 
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go __ HYMNS. 


Here one 97 the following hymns is fung.] 


HYMN I. 
warrs as altered by Mr. WALKER. 


F ATHER, we ſing thy wonderous grace, 
The, Saviour we proclaim ; 

Belov'd of God, endear'd to man, 
He bore reproach and pain. 


' © 'Thro? ſorrow and thro? death he paſſ'd, 

Thuy pleaſure to fulfil; 

He publiſh'd to our world thy law, 
And finiſh'd all thy will. 


His faultleſs life, obedient death, 
Were pleaſing to his God, a 

And all his Father's richeſt love 

Rewards the path he trod. 


How wile the leſſon to us all, 
- * Who faith in him do own; 
Whoe'er his Saviour's ſteps purſues, 
Shall ſhare his Saviour's crown, 


* HYMNS. 
HYMN II. (WALXER,) 


| > I come, the Saviour cries, 
To viſit man's abode ! 

I come, with healing on my wings, ; 
With truth and peace from God, 


Oh welcome, welcome, to our world, 
Thou friend, of God and Man! 

With humble, joyful hearts, we hail 
- Thy wiſe redeeming plan. 


Thy truth illuminates our minds 
Darkneſs before thee flies ; 

Another face of things we view, 
A new creation riſe, 


Let there be light, and light ſprang forth, 
Obedient to its Lord ; 

Let there be light, to reaſon's eye, 
God ſpake, and ſent his word. 


HYMN III. (Warkts,) 


1 


N of loſt man, 
Who can thy goodneſs ſhow ? 

From thee the meſſages of God, 
With grace inviting flow. 


7 an HYMNS. 


Sweet mercy's plea was heard, 
And joy through heaven was ſpread 
Tidings of peace to man were ſent, 
And fin and ſorrow fled, 


Obdurate is the heart 
Which mercy does not win; 
Inſulted juſtice then reſumes, 
The dread account of ſin, 


Lord, 'we accept the grace 
With modeſt, humble joy ; 
And to fulfil it's ſacred terms, 
Is our divine employ. 


HYMN IV. (Srzzie.} g 


Amp is the goſpel peace and love ? 
Þ Such let our converſation be ; 
The ſerpent blended with the dove, 
Wiſdom and meek ſimplicity. 


Where er the angry paſſions riſe, 

And tempt your thoughts or tongues to ſtrife, 
To your Redeemer raiſe your eyes, 

Bright pattern of the Chyiſtian life. 


O how - 


HYMNS, 
O how benevolent and kind! 
How mild ! how ready to forgive ! 


Be this the temper of our mind, 
And theſe the rules by which we live. 


To do his heav'nly Father's will, 
Was his employment and delight, 
Humility and holy zeal 

|  Shone thro? his life, divinely bright. 


Diſpenſing good, where'er he came; 
The labours of his life were love: 

O if we love our Saviour's name, 
His lovely virtues may we prove. 


From thy example may we trace | 

Wbat ev'ry Chriſtian ought to be; 
And copying all thy various grace, 

Be daily, Lord, more like to thee, 


ADDRESS 
TO THE COMMUNICANTS 
\ APTER THE 


ADMINISTRATION: 
My, CaurisTian FRIENDS, 


| Have now commemorated our 
Saviour, in the manner which he appointed; 
and having thus ſolemnly profeſſed 
our faith in him, and recognized our 
obligations to live as his diſcipies; 
it only remains for me to exhort you, to 
evidence the ſincerity of your profeſſions, 
in your future conduct. 


„To whomſoever much hath been 
given, from him much will be required.” 
The truth and juſtice of this maxim we 
cannot doubt; for both reaſon and 
ſcripture unite in ſupporting it; they 
both inform us, that for the improve- 

ment 


ADDRESS &c. 95 


ment of our preſent privileges, we muſt 
be accountable to Gd. 2 


Now as we have been favoured with the 
light of the Chriſtian religion, it becomes us 
ſeriouſly 'to enquire, whether we have 
imbibed thoſe meaſures of 'its temper and 
ſpirit, which are neceſſary to conſtitute the 
Chriſtian charatter. Has our religion puri- 
fied our hearts, and ſubdued our irregular | 
paſſions? Has it reformed: our manners ?— 
ls the practice of our duty become the joy 
and delight of our lives? —Theſe, my 
brethren, are queſtions of the firſt import- 
ance, to which, an explicit anſwer ſhould 
be given, | WY | | 


; We. profeſs, with joy, to celebrate the 
goodneſs of God, in the miſſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and to be thankful for the terms 
upon which he has offered the pardon of 
fin, and eternal life: but how: abſurd is it 
to. make a public profeſſion of religion, 
without adorning ourſelves with thoſe 
graces, and praQiiſing thoſe virtues which 
are efſential to it. Chriſtianity is indeed 

| the 


7 


the moſt valuable blefling that ever God 
beſtowed upon mankind : all its inſtitu- 
tions are important; and deſigned to pro- 
mote our religious improvement and hap- 
pineſs. For theſe reaſons ve ſhould 
highly eſteem them; with this view we 
ſhould attend upon public worſhip ; re- 
ceive public inſtruction ; and come unto 
the Table of our Lord, to commemorate 
the labours of his life, and his dying love. 
But then we ſhould ever keep this thought 
preſent in dur minds, that except our 
obſervance of the external or poſitive 
duties of religion, and our Chriſtian pri- 
viteges confpire together to improve the 
diſpoſition of our hearts, and excite us to 
the performance of our whole duty, our 
pretenſions 10 religion are vain; and our 
hopes of happineſs. placed upon à very 
unſtable foundation. The kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink; but righ- 
teouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 
ow. * 


Before 
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Before I conclude, ſome notice ſhould 
be taken of that particular virtues which 
this inſtitution calls upon us to caltivate, 
namely, Chriſtian charity, or mutual affee- 
tion and benevolence. * If ye love me, 
* (fays our Saviour) keep my command- 
« ment; and this is my commandment, 
te that ye love one another,” Every 
motive, at all fitted to influence rational 
beings, urges to this affection. It is not 
only inſeparably annexed to our profeſ- 
ſion, but effential to our happineſs. We 
have the ſame Almighty Father, who is 
equally kind and indulgent to us all. He 
has fo formed us, that the natural feelings 
of- our hearts incline us to aſſociate 
together; and hence ariſes ſome of our 


moſt refined pleaſures. We have: common 


wants, which can be ſupplied only in a 
ſtate of ſociety ; and almoſt every comfort 
of life depends upon our mutual friendly 
aſſiſtance. We are placed in the ſame 
ſtate of probation, where we are to 
acquire ſimilar habits of virtue : theſe are 
all ſtrong bonds of affection. As Chriſ- 


E tians 


a 
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tians we are ſtill more ſtrongly united. 
The bleſſings of the Goſpel are imparted 
to us in common; the ſame rule of faith 
and duty preſcribed: we are travelling 
the ſame road to Immortality. Would 
it not thereſore be highly * « to 
fall out by the way ?” 


If to theſe various motives we add the 
engaging example, and expreſs command 
of our Saviour, who has ſaid, „by this 
ſhall all men know that ye are my diſci- 
ples, if ye have love one to another,“ we 
ſhall be perſuaded not only to ad, but to 
feel as becomes Chriſtians. Deſpiſing 
thoſe little and mean paſſions, which diſ- 
grace our nature, and deſtroy our happi- 
neſs, we ſhall feel a perpetual flow of 
good-will towards all our fellow Chriſ- 
tians; © we. ſhall be kindly affectioned 
one to another, with brotherly love, for- 
bearing and forgiving one another, even 
as God, for Chriſt's ſake, hath . 


wa.” By 


Thins 
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Thus, my brethren, cheriſhing this 
divine ſpirit, we may vith confidence 
expect our reward of God, who is not 
unrighteous, to forget our work and 
labour of love. Amen. 


PRAYER. 


2 God, our moſt merciful 
Father, in Jeſus Chriſt! In his name, 
as his diſciples, and on the gracious terms 
of his goſpel, we now earneſtly implore 
thy forgiveneſs of all thoſe inſtances of 
our temper and conduct, :which have 
been unworthy our Chriſtian profeſſion. 
We deſire ſincerely to renounce all fur- 
ther communion with the unprofitable. 
works of darkneſs; and unfeignedly 
reſolve to be more faithful and circum- 
ſpe for the time to come. Pardon us 
therefore, O God, and receive us to 
mercy. Accept of our renewed vows. 
in all things to walk worthy of him who 

I 2 has 
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has called us to virtue and happineſs ; 
and aſſiſt us to eſtabliſh right affettions, 


and to ftrengthen _— principles, 
in our hearts. 


May our meditations upon our great 
Redeemer, excite our warmeſt gratitude, 
and render our faith more lively, active, 
and faithful. Particularly, in conformity 
to his example, may pure benevolence 
reign in our boſoms, to the deſtruction of 
all ſelfiſh and intereſted paſſions, May 
we live in the ſtrifteſt love and charity 
towards one another; and laying aſide 
all bitterneſs and wrath, all anger and 
evil-ſpeaking, in the future courſe of our 
lives, may we manifeſt ourſelves to be 
Chriſt's diſciples indeed, by walking 
in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, 
and given himſelf for us.—Theſe holy 
_ diſpoſitions, and all others neceſſary to 
make us acceptable to thee, we humbly 
beg through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


Now 


PRAYER. 101 


Now may the God of peace, who hath 
brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the ſheep, 
make you perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in you that which 
is well pleaſing in his fight, through 
Jeſus Chriſt; to him be glory for ever. 
Amen. 


. 103 ] 


FUNERAL SERVICE, 
wy - ORATION OVER THE = 


GRAVE, 


- 


y } E have here before us, my Chriſtian 
brethren, a ſolemn and affecting inſtance 
of the mortality of the human race. The 
fight now exhibited before our eyes, is 
awful, yet inſtructive; for it ſhews us what 
will one day be our own lot; in filent, yet 
powerful eloquence, reminds us that we 
are mortal, and calls upon us to be daily 
preparing for death. Let us not then be 
deaf to the call, but conſider our latter 
end. 


We are now indeed in the enjoyment 
of life, and in the natural courſe of | 
things, may have no reaſon to expect a 
ſpeedy. diſſolution. Our thoughts may be 
buſied in the purſuit of worldly pleaſure, 

, or 
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or in ſchemes of worldly profit ; but our 
inattention is no ſecurity : the awful ſum- 
mons, ' commanding us to depart hence, 
may be ſuddenly iſſued ;—our breath 
may quickly depart from us ;—our ſpirits 
return unto. God who gave them, and our 
bodies to the duſt from whence they came. 
Theſe are ſerious and important reflec- 
tions; and, were we but wiſe enough to 
give them their full force, they would 
anſwer the moſt valuable of all purpoſes; 
they would prevail upon us by repentance, 
faith, and a life of virtue, to ſecure an 
intereſt in him, who has the keys of 
death and the grave, and is Lord of 
that inviſible ſtate to which this is the 


paſſage. 


We are now committing to the grave 
the lifeleſs remains of a fellow mortal. 
The countenance, once animated with 
life and ſpirit, is now pale and ema- 
ciated; the eyes are cloſed; the heart 
refuſes to beat; and no traces of 
life and motion remain. Theſe appear- 

14 ances 
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ances furniſh no conſolation; no relief, 
no foundation either to believe or hope 
that the tomb will not be his everlaſting 
manfion. But are we then to view 
death as the termination of exiſtence ? 
Have we no ſources of confalation ? 
Muſt we conſider the dead as for ever 
loſt to all perception and enjoyment ? 
No, my brethren, this would render us 
gloomy and diſconſolate indeed. Blefſed 
be God! death, though it finiſhes the 
ſtate of probation, and. irrevocably ſeals 


up the charakter, an ſoon itſelf be 
nennen. ; 


The time is coming when all graves 
fhall open, by the power of God, mani- 
feſted in his Son. The dead ſhall ariſe, 
active, conſcious, and immortal: * they 
* who have done good ſhalt come forth 
& to the reſurre&tion of life; and they who 
have done evil, to the reſurrection of 
condemnation.” 5 


Thus 
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Thus does the docttine of a reſurrec- 
tion preſent us with the moſt divine con- 
ſolation. Before, all was dark and gloomy : 
but what a glorious change does this 
effect! How much more valuable and 
intereſting does exiſtence become. How 
Joyful the reflection, that man is immortal, 
and may, if he vill, be happy through 
the ages of eternity! What an additional 
ſatisfaction does this truth give to the 
virtuous connections of relative and 
focial life! Let it wipe away the tears of 
mourners, and chaſe diſtreſs and anxiety 
from their hearts. The friendſhips of 
the virtuous may be interrupted by death, 
but they will not. be for ever deſtroyed, 
The grave cannot for ever contain them: 
they will rife to life everlaſting. They 
that depart this life in the faith and fear 
of God, ſhall enjoy never-ceaſing plea- 
fures in his preſence. If we imbibe the 
Chriſtian ſpirit, and perform the Chriſ- 


tian duties, we need not be diſtrefſed 4 


with reflecting upon the diffolution of our 
bodies; we may cry out in the languaf 
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of, triumph, „O death! where is thy 
ſting? O grave! where is thy victory ? 
The ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength 
of fin is the law, but thanks be. to God, 
who giveth us the victory, * our 
Lord Tome Chriſt.” 

Thus, my Chriſtian friends, may we 
attain to peace of mind, and be fortified 
againſt the fears of death: thus may we 
at laſt depart in faith, and reſt in hope; 
and, to crown all, in the great reſurrection 
day, ſtand forth with honour and triumph, 
and with all our Chriſtian friends, whom 
we loved and now lament, hear that ſen- 
tence which will pronounce us bleſſed of the 
Father; which will award to us the pure 
and everlaſting joys of the Lord, joys pure 


as his nature, and laſting as his being. 


71 ”y by 


Seeing [therefore my brethern, that we 


look for theſe things; let us be ſtedfaſt, 


- immoveable; always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, for as much as our labour in 


25 en will not finally be in vain. 


PRAYER. 


(1074 | 


PRAYER. 


Auncury God! by whoſe ordinance 

it is appointed unto all men once to die, 
and who after death, wilt, by thy bleſſed 
Son, judge all thy people, and give unto 
every one according to the things done in 
the body. Enable us, we beſecch thee, to 
give up ourſelves entirely to thy ſervice, 
and to walk before thee in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs all our days. May the fre- 
quent inſtances of mortality which paſs 
before our eyes, effectually impreſs upon 
our minds a ſenſe of our own frailty, 
and of the uncertainty of our ſtay in this 
world; and frequently reflecting upon the 
awful ſolemnities of a future judgment, 
and the importance of eternity, upon 4 
brink of which ve are ſtandin 
we be diligent and ſerious 3. 
ration ſor them, ever reme 
the cares and purſuits of, 9 12 
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life, to maintain a temper of mind ſuited 
to our probationary ſtate, and to an endleſs 
exiſtence beyond the grave. Help us to 
cultivate every pious diſpoſition towards 
thee our God, and every benevolent affec- 
tion and principle towards our fellow crea- 
tures. May we be diligent and watchful 


in guarding againſt temptation, and zea- 


ous and aftive in the performance of our 
duty. Thus may we be found prepared 


for our laſt ſummons, and be then able to 


give up our account with joy. And in 
that great deciſive day, when a ſeparatiofi 
mall be made between the righteviis and 
the wicked, may we ſtand approved before 
our judge, and be found duly qualified fot 
the divine employment, and the exalted 


K pleaſures of the heavenly ftate. 


| Fear us, Almighty God, - in theſe out 

+ accept of us and blefs us, as the 

. *thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 

2 to thee, O Father, the 
by i 8 Aer God, be glory for 


May 
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May the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the love of God, and the fellowſhip of his 


Holy Spirit, be and remain with you ever | 
more. Amen. | | 


FUNERAL SERVICE, 
FOR A 


CHILD. 


: W E have here before us à ſolemn 
and affecting inſtance of the mortality of 
the human race. To depoſite the remains 
of an infant, who has only juſt entered 
into life, in the filent grave, cannot but 
lead us to reflect upon the ſhortneſs and 
uncertainty of life, and the precarious 
and fleeting nature of all earthly enjoy- 
ments. When we behold perſons much 
yeUnger than ourſelves cut off from life, 


\cannot but be ſurpriſed that we conti- 
4 uud of the living. We muſt 
tion that e*'er long we ſhall 
_ ammons,'commanding us 

1. to reſign the pleaſures 


ibis preſent world. 


* 
n 
of 
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Though to-day we may be bleſſed with 
health, with relatives and friends, and 
every thing that this life can afford, we 
are not certain but that to-morrow they 
will take to themſelves wings, and fly 
away. We know not but our breath may 
depart from us, our ſpirits return unto 
God who gave them, and our bodies unto 
the duſt from whence they came. 


Theſe, my friends, are ſerious and 
important reflections; and, were, we but 
wiſe enough properly to conſider them, 
they would anſwer many valuable ends; 
they would teach us, that our true hap=- 
pineſs conſiſts in ſeeking the favour and 
friendſhip of our — 6 in 
withdrawing our affections, as much as 
poſſible, from the riches, the: Bggſures, 
and amuſements of this ty 
in being pious and vith 
ſetting our affeQtions upon 
and diretting all our view 
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tions of the righteous are not confined 
within the narrow, uncertain limits. of 
this preſent, life. Our heavenly Father 
has, by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, given us 
the fulleſt aſſurance of eternal life and 
happineſs, if we piouſly and faithfully 
perform our duty, and walk before him 
in holineſs and een whilſt here 
upon earth. 


* Suffer little children to come unto 
me, ſays our bleſſed Lord, and forbid 
them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of 


heaven.” 
| From this invitation, parents may 
| deriye abungEnt conſolation, when the 


of their affection are taken 
7 = »: fromthe land of the living: 
755 * >ntinuance here be deſir- 
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vice has had time to ſtain and pollute 
their minds; that they have eſcaped early 
from the troubles and miſeries of mor- 
tality; and will be admitted into the 

kingdom of their heavenly father. 


©. The Parents therefore of this departed 
child, ſhould check all immoderate grief 
and patiently ſubmit unto this, as well as 
every ather diſpenſation of providence. 
They ſhould remember that whatever God 
. ordains, is the wiſeſt and beſt both for 
them and their offspring. [They ſhould - 
de thankful that their offspring has heen con- 
firmed 10 them fo long: that its com farts 
aul bleſſings have been many; and that they 
heve reaſon to believe that it well be for 
ever happy in. the manſions of bliſs. And 
ſurely they ſhould feel grateful that they: 

have children yet remaining ; and matt 


wt their, peculiar care to train. them ü 


»þ in the knowledge. and love of God, - _ 


and of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that theys 
may become uſeful and 22 in E 
world, and riſe unto eternal. 2 
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ines in the world to come.] + Finally let 
us all learn from this and every other 
inſtance of mortality, to conſider our lat- 


ter end; to be wiſe and virtuous in due 


time, and to give all diligence to ſecure 
thoſe things which belong unto our peace, 


before hop are bor e ever hid from our 


* | 
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I heard a voice from "OVER ſaying, 


«Write, bleſſed are the dead that die in 


the Lord; they reſt from their labours, 
and their works do follow them. We 
« brought nothing into this world, and it 


sis certain we can carry nothing out. 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 


. * taken away, bleſſed be the name of the 


* Lord for "_— Amen. 


